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On New Year's Eve in New Orleans, 1972, Mark Essex began one of the most
violent and deadly sniper attacks on policemen that any American city had ever
seen. Before it ended one week later, hundreds of armed police and an assault
helicopter would be called to a burning downtown hotel to battle phantom
gunmen who refused to be killed.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
On December 31, 1972, revelers gathering in downtown New Orleans for the New Year's celebration found
themselves running for cover as a sniper opened fire. The shooter targeted police officers, killing several
over the following week before a final showdown on the roof of a hotel, where he was killed. Journalist
Hernon's 1978 title unfurls the story of sniper Mark James Essex, a U.S. Navy veteran who declared war on
white society. A solid title for true-crime collections.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
On December 31, 1972, revelers gathering in downtown New Orleans for the New Year's celebration found
themselves running for cover as a sniper opened fire. The shooter targeted police officers, killing several
over the following week before a final showdown on the roof of a hotel, where he was killed. Journalist
Hernon's 1978 title unfurls the story of sniper Mark James Essex, a U.S. Navy veteran who declared war on
white society. A solid title for true-crime collections. (Library Journal)

A Terrible Thunder is more than just another fashionable journalistic rehashing of a crime. In its depiction of
Essex's abrupttransmogrification it raises questions about the accumulated effect of petty but persistent
injustices and about the individual's capacity to endure aggrievement. (Mel Watkins, New York Times)

From the Author
It's been nearly 30 years since the book, A Terrible Thunder, was published. I went on to write other books,
to get married and have children, to join the Chicago Tribune as an editor. But I've never forgotten Mark
Essex and what he did in New Orleans-why he chose to kill people and die on that rooftop with bullets
raining down from a Marine Corps helicopter.

The story washed over me again as I watched those horrific images of desperate African-Americans in New
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina struck, after I saw film clips of police officers beating an elderly black
teacher in the French Quarter and still other officers fatally shooting a black in the city's Uptown District.

After Mark Essex was killed, many blacks in New Orleans thought the other sniper, the one who allegedly
got away, was going to come back and continue the battle. That never happened. But it's painfully clear to
me that a tragic lesson has been forgotten, an opportunity missed.

Back in 1973, there weren't all that many honest discussions of what happened to Mark Essex, why he did
what he did. Maybe as a country-as a people-we weren't prepared for that much pain and honesty. Maybe we
are now-after Katrina. With two daughters in high school, I fervently hope so.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place



and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that A Terrible Thunder: The
Story of the New Orleans Sniper book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Gladys James:

Often the book A Terrible Thunder: The Story of the New Orleans Sniper has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Erica Futch:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This A Terrible Thunder: The Story of
the New Orleans Sniper is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Donna Robinson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve A Terrible Thunder: The Story of the New Orleans Sniper was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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