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Use case analysis is a methodology for defining the outward features of a
software system from the user's point of view. Applying Use Cases, Second
Edition, offers a clear and practical introduction to this cutting-edge software
development technique. Using numerous realistic examples and a detailed case
study, you are guided through the application of use case analysis in the
development of software systems.

This new edition has been updated and expanded to reflect the Unified Modeling
Language (UML) version 1.3. It also includes more complex and precise
examples, descriptions of the pros and cons of various use case documentation
techniques, and discussions on how other modeling approaches relate to use
cases.

Applying Use Cases, Second Edition, walks you through the software
development process, demonstrating how use cases apply to project inception,
requirements and risk analysis, system architecture, scheduling, review and
testing, and documentation. Key topics include:

Identifying use cases and describing actors●

Writing the flow of events, including basic and alternative paths●

Reviewing use cases for completeness and correctness●

Diagramming use cases with activity diagrams and sequence diagrams●

Incorporating user interface description and data description documents●

Testing architectural patterns and designs with use cases●

Applying use cases to project planning, prototyping, and estimating●

Identifying and diagramming analysis classes from use cases●

Applying use cases to user guides, test cases, and training material●

An entire section of the book is devoted to identifying common mistakes and
describing their solutions. Also featured is a handy collection of documentation
templates and an abbreviated guide to UML notation.

You will come away from this book with a solid understanding of use cases,
along with the skills you need to put use case analysis to work.
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point of view. Applying Use Cases, Second Edition, offers a clear and practical introduction to this cutting-
edge software development technique. Using numerous realistic examples and a detailed case study, you are
guided through the application of use case analysis in the development of software systems.

This new edition has been updated and expanded to reflect the Unified Modeling Language (UML) version
1.3. It also includes more complex and precise examples, descriptions of the pros and cons of various use
case documentation techniques, and discussions on how other modeling approaches relate to use cases.

Applying Use Cases, Second Edition, walks you through the software development process, demonstrating
how use cases apply to project inception, requirements and risk analysis, system architecture, scheduling,
review and testing, and documentation. Key topics include:
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Writing the flow of events, including basic and alternative paths●

Reviewing use cases for completeness and correctness●

Diagramming use cases with activity diagrams and sequence diagrams●

Incorporating user interface description and data description documents●

Testing architectural patterns and designs with use cases●

Applying use cases to project planning, prototyping, and estimating●

Identifying and diagramming analysis classes from use cases●

Applying use cases to user guides, test cases, and training material●

An entire section of the book is devoted to identifying common mistakes and describing their solutions. Also
featured is a handy collection of documentation templates and an abbreviated guide to UML notation.

You will come away from this book with a solid understanding of use cases, along with the skills you need to
put use case analysis to work.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
With the emergence of the Unified Modeling Language (UML) over the last few years, developers new to
the advantages of thorough software-engineering practices now have a better notational system for designing
more effective software. To use UML effectively, you will want to create use cases, which help describe the
requirements of a system. In their concise and very readable book, the authors of Applying Use Cases show
how use cases can benefit all aspects of the software-design process and let you create better software in less
time.

This guide provides a case study for a mail-order business (with some e-commerce as well) as its central
example. Use cases define how actors (i.e., users) are defined for all the various components of a mail-order
business, including inventory, accounting, and order fulfillment. The authors suggest that while use cases are
particularly useful at the beginning of a project cycle--for assessing risks and setting project timetables, for
instance--they are also useful for testing and deployment of systems (specifically, for creating documentation
and help manuals). The sample use cases--and supporting design documents--are what's best in this text. --
Richard Dragan

From the Inside Flap

You're about to start a new project. Sometimes it seems like colonizing the moon would be easier. But you
assemble a stalwart team and prepare to set sail on the good ship Requirements hoping to reach the fabled
land of Success. They say there are no failed projects in Success and the profit margin is so high, the streets
are paved with gold.

There are many dangers between here and Success. Many a ship is sunk on the way some say as many as 80
percent never reach that fabled land. You query those who have tried before. Use a ship from the OO line,
they say. Booch, OMT, OOSE, UML are all good models to choose from. You'll also need a chart showing
risks along the way and an architecture of the major land masses. And finally you'll need to plot a course of
use cases to reach your destination. Use Cases are included in the Unified Modeling Language and are used
throughout the Rational Unified Process. They are gaining wide acceptance in many different businesses and
industries. Most often, use cases are applied to software projects and enterprise-wide applications.

This book is for anyone interested in applying use cases to project development. While we can't guarantee
you will always have successful projects when using use cases, we can give you another way of looking at
the projects you are developing and some tools that will make success more likely. You will get more benefit
out of the book if you have some basic knowledge of object-oriented concepts. We will use the Unified
Modeling Language for the notation, explaining the notation as we use it. A good book to use for reference
on the notation is UML Distilled by Fowler. This is an excellent book on the topic and easy to read.

This book is organized using the Rational Unified Process as a framework. Within the phases of the process,
we talk about the activities in the phase, focusing on activities based on use cases. We touch lightly on
activities that interact with use cases, such as software architecture, project management, and object-oriented
analysis and design. These are very important activities, with whole books devoted to each topic. Therefore,
in the resource list in Appendix A, you will find our favorite books on these topics.

We have used one example, an order-processing system for a mail order company, throughout the book. This



allows us to maintain consistency and build up a reasonably complex example. Parts of the solution are given
in the various chapters to illustrate the concepts.

This book is presented as a sequence of steps, though life is never that simple. Each part will contribute to
the rest until the system is complete. So if a section says to create an architecture, do what you can at that
time, using what you currently know. You will add to it and refine it based on knowledge gained while
working through the process.

You don't have to read the whole book before starting with use cases. Chapters 1 through 5 give the basics of
working with use cases. We recommend that everyone reads those chapters. Chapter 6 covers architecture
and mapping use cases into the architecture. Chapter 7 covers documenting use cases. Chapter 8 covers
project planning with use cases, and Chapter 9 covers reviewing the use case documents. Chapter 10 goes
into moving from use cases to OOAD. Ultimately, use cases are about documenting your system. Plan on
doing a lot of writing. Appendix A provides a list of books we reference throughout the text, as well as other
books we have found useful when developing projects. Appendix B shows the document templates used.
These provide an example and a starting point for your own project. Modify them as needed to work with
your project.

In October of 1995, Rational Software Corporation merged with Objective Systems. Among other things,
this merger brought with it Ivar Jacobson and his use cases. In February 1996, I wrote and delivered the first
use case course for Rational, which combined use cases with the object-oriented methodologies of Grady
Booch and Jim Rumbaugh. Since that time, I have taught and run workshops on use cases with many of
Rational's customers, as well as customers of my consulting company, Wyyzzk Training and Consulting. As
I have taught them, so they have taught me. This book came out of what I've learned through the workshops.
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From the Back Cover
Many projects struggle to define the specific functions of software, and end users often find that the final
product does not perform as expected. Use cases allow analysts to identify the required features of a software
system based on how each end user will use the system. This efficient and straightforward analysis process
gives end users direct input into the design of the system that will serve them.

Applying Use Cases provides a practical and clear introduction to developing use cases, demonstrating their
use via a continuing case study. Using the Unified Software Development Process as a framework and the
Unified Modeling Language (UML) as a notation, the authors step the reader through applying use cases in
the different phases of the process, focusing on where and how use cases are best applied.

Other highlights include:

A collection of realistic examples showing how to apply use cases, drawn from the authors' extensive●

experience in this area
A case study that offers insight into the common mistakes and pitfalls that can plague an object-oriented●

project
An illustration of the latest version of the UML notation for diagramming use cases●

A practical "how-to" discussion on applying use cases to identify system requirements●
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Roth:

The book Applying Use Cases: A Practical Guide gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Applying Use Cases: A Practical
Guide to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a
publication Applying Use Cases: A Practical Guide. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Norma Ochoa:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Applying Use Cases: A Practical Guide book is readable simply by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Applying Use Cases: A Practical Guide content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Applying Use Cases: A Practical Guide is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Donna Solano:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Applying Use Cases: A Practical
Guide is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mohammed Strohl:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Applying Use Cases: A
Practical Guide can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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