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Gemma and Alice have been best friends since they were both born on the same
day in the same hospital. It doesn't matter that Gemma loves soccer while Alice
prefers drawing, or that Gemma is always getting into trouble while Alice is a
model student and daughter. But when Alice has to move, their friendship is put
to the test. They call each other and write letters, but they're used to seeing each
other every day. Can Gemma bear to celebrate her birthday without Alice? Can
she stand it when Alice starts making new friends? And with Alice living
hundreds of miles away, will they ever see each other again?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3–6—Gemma has always been a high-energy handful, and Alice has always been quiet and
orderly—but those differences haven't stopped them from being best friends since the day they were born.
Nothing will tear these two apart—except Alice's parents, who are making her move to Scotland. Gemma
tries to cope, but she's overwhelmed by sadness and her fear that Alice might abandon her in favor of a new
best friend. Her attempts to keep it together are complicated by her persona non grata status with Alice's
parents. It takes a road trip and an incident with Alice's snooty new friend Flora to convince her that a best
friend can move away without being lost forever. Wilson blends the spunk of Ramona Quimby with the
impulsiveness of Joey Pigza, with the resulting disasters being about what one would expect. Gemma's
emotional outbursts are understandable (if theatrical); she walks the fine line between grief-fueled temper
and melodrama. If there are unsympathetic characters here, they are the girls' mothers: Gemma's mother's
attempts at reassurance are to tell her daughter that she'll make new friends and will forget all about Alice;
Alice's mother is pleased that the move separates the girls as she considers Gemma a bad influence. Readers
will appreciate the reassurance that it's perfectly okay to feel sad and angry when a friend moves
away.—Brandy Danner, Wilmington Memorial Library, MA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
When Alice’s family decides to move to Scotland, 500 miles away, Gemma is devastated. Although
completely different from each other, the girls have been best friends for as long as they can remember. They
even share a birthday. Alice, always the girly-girl, enjoys the turmoil that surrounds Gemma, who barrels
through life. Wilson, a former British Children’s Laureate, once again shows her understanding and respect
for her young readers’ feelings and abilities. Most of the older characters assure the girls that they will soon
recover and find new friends; others, including Gemma’s grandfather and supportive brothers, respect the
friends’ grief and help them stay in touch. It is the girls themselves, though, who find ways to reassure each
other that their friendship will last. A page of small cartoons illustrating important events introduces each
chapter. Believable, sympathetic characters; recognizable home and school situations; and plenty of humor
(including some of the cake-in-the-face sort) will ensure that this becomes, like Wilson’s other titles, a
popular read for middle-grade girls. Grades 4-7. --Kathleen Isaacs

Review

“Wilson is doing something important and rare. She's so good, it's exhilarating.” ?Philip Pullman

“Wilson blends the spunk of Ramona Quimby with the impulsiveness of Joey Pigza, with the resulting
disasters being about what one would expect. . . . Readers will appreciate the reassurance that it's perfectly
okay to feel sad and angry when a friend moves away.” ?School Library Journal

“While stories about best friends separated by moving are plentiful, Wilson's British fillip makes this one
original, with Gemma's strong first-person voice and personality and Sharratt's black-and-white drawings in
strip-style sketches before each chapter teasing the reader and forecasting the next turn of events.” ?Kirkus
Reviews

“Believable, sympathetic characters; recognizable home and school situations; and plenty of humor
(including some of the cake-in-the-face sort) will ensure that this becomes, like Wilson's other titles, a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


popular read for middle-grade girls.” ?Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Owens:

The book Best Friends can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Best Friends? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Best Friends has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Benjamin French:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Best Friends is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Yolanda Nitta:

This Best Friends is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately
using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Best Friends in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt this?

Larry Hayes:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Best Friends which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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