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The prose writings of Charles Olson (1910–1970) have had a far-reaching and
continuing impact on post-World War II American poetics. Olson's theories,
which made explicit the principles of his own poetics and those of the Black
Mountain poets, were instrumental in defining the sense of the postmodern in
poetry and form the basis of most postwar free verse.

The Collected Prose brings together in one volume the works published for the
most part between 1946 and 1969, many of which are now out of print. A
valuable companion to editions of Olson's poetry, the book backgrounds the
poetics, preoccupations, and fascinations that underpin his great poems. Included
are Call Me Ishmael, a classic of American literary criticism; the influential
essays "Projective Verse" and "Human Universe"; and essays, book reviews, and
Olson's notes on his studies. In these pieces one can trace the development of his
new science of man, called "muthologos," a radical mix of myth and
phenomenology that Olson offered in opposition to the mechanistic discourse and
rationalizing policy he associated with America's recent wars in Europe and Asia.

Editors Donald Allen and Benjamin Friedlander offer helpful annotations
throughout, and poet Robert Creeley, who enjoyed a long and mutually
influential relationship with Olson, provides the book's introduction.
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The prose writings of Charles Olson (1910–1970) have had a far-reaching and continuing impact on post-
World War II American poetics. Olson's theories, which made explicit the principles of his own poetics and
those of the Black Mountain poets, were instrumental in defining the sense of the postmodern in poetry and
form the basis of most postwar free verse.

The Collected Prose brings together in one volume the works published for the most part between 1946 and
1969, many of which are now out of print. A valuable companion to editions of Olson's poetry, the book
backgrounds the poetics, preoccupations, and fascinations that underpin his great poems. Included are Call
Me Ishmael, a classic of American literary criticism; the influential essays "Projective Verse" and "Human
Universe"; and essays, book reviews, and Olson's notes on his studies. In these pieces one can trace the
development of his new science of man, called "muthologos," a radical mix of myth and phenomenology that
Olson offered in opposition to the mechanistic discourse and rationalizing policy he associated with
America's recent wars in Europe and Asia.

Editors Donald Allen and Benjamin Friedlander offer helpful annotations throughout, and poet Robert
Creeley, who enjoyed a long and mutually influential relationship with Olson, provides the book's
introduction.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Poet and critic Olson wrote in a muscular style, one as individualistic as it is exasperating. Yet his writings
changed the way literature is written and read: his essay "Projective Verse" gives a name to the poetry
written by cummings, Pound, Williams, and other Moderns, and his book Call Me Ishmael tells more about
the composition of Moby-Dick than any study before or since. That work and three other Olsen books, along
with nine uncollected essays and five previously unpublished pieces, are brought together here by Allen,
editor of the influential New American Poetry, 1945-1960, and Friedlander, a poet and doctoral candidate
(SUNY at Buffalo). This work isn't easy reading, but for any serious student of the last 150 years of
American letters, it is essential.?David Kirby, Florida State Univ., Tallahassee
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap

"Collected Prose will introduce a new generation of readers to a central modernist and postmodernist thinker
in American letters. For the energy of the avant-garde literary project at midcentury, Olson is it. No one else
has the excitement or range."—Robert Hass

"At last we have between two covers some of the most compelling theorizing in postmodern poetics and
American Studies ever produced, from one of the defining figures in postwar American poetry. This is that
rarest of books, a must-read for poets and scholars alike."—Alan Golding

From the Back Cover
""Collected Prose will introduce a new generation of readers to a central modernist and post-modernist
thinker in American letters. For the energy of the avant-garde literary project at mid-century, Olson is it. No
one else has the excitement or range."--Robert Hass

"At last we have between two covers some of the most compelling theorizing in postmodern poetics and
American Studies ever produced, from one of the defining figures in postwar American poetry. This is that
rarest of books, a must-read for poets and scholars alike."--Alan Golding

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Collected Prose book as this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.



Nora Carter:

The guide with title Collected Prose has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Wallace Long:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This reserve Collected Prose was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Lee Erbe:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Collected Prose when you needed it?
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