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This book by Roberto Esposito - a leading Italian political philosopher - is a
highly original exploration of the relationship between human bodies and
societies. The original function of law, even before it was codified, was to
preserve peaceful cohabitation between people who were exposed to the risk of
destructive conflict. Just as the human body's immune system protects the
organism from deadly incursions by viruses and other threats, law also ensures
the survival of the community in a life-threatening situation. It protects and
prolongs life.

But the function of law as a form of immunization points to a more disturbing
consideration. Like the individual body, the collective body can be immunized
from the perceived danger only by allowing a little of what threatens it to enter
its protective boundaries. This means that in order to escape the clutches of
death, life is forced to incorporate within itself the lethal principle.

Starting from this reflection on the nature of immunization, Esposito offers a
wide-ranging analysis of contemporary biopolitics. Never more than at present
has the demand for immunization come to characterize all aspects of our
existence. The more we feel at risk of being infiltrated and infected by foreign
elements, the more the life of the individual and society closes off within its
protective boundaries, forcing us to choose between a self-destructive outcome
and a more radical alternative based on a new conception of community.
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This book by Roberto Esposito - a leading Italian political philosopher - is a highly original exploration of
the relationship between human bodies and societies. The original function of law, even before it was
codified, was to preserve peaceful cohabitation between people who were exposed to the risk of destructive
conflict. Just as the human body's immune system protects the organism from deadly incursions by viruses
and other threats, law also ensures the survival of the community in a life-threatening situation. It protects
and prolongs life.

But the function of law as a form of immunization points to a more disturbing consideration. Like the
individual body, the collective body can be immunized from the perceived danger only by allowing a little of
what threatens it to enter its protective boundaries. This means that in order to escape the clutches of death,
life is forced to incorporate within itself the lethal principle.

Starting from this reflection on the nature of immunization, Esposito offers a wide-ranging analysis of
contemporary biopolitics. Never more than at present has the demand for immunization come to characterize
all aspects of our existence. The more we feel at risk of being infiltrated and infected by foreign elements,
the more the life of the individual and society closes off within its protective boundaries, forcing us to choose
between a self-destructive outcome and a more radical alternative based on a new conception of community.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A theoretically innovative book, useful for those interested in the future of life and death in the biopolitical
age"
Political Studies Review

"After Communitas and Bios, here, at last, in Zakiya Hanafi's wonderful translation is the centerpiece of
Roberto Esposito's biopolitical trilogy, Immunitas. In this work, Esposito offers the reader a stunning
genealogy of the category of immunization, one no longer thought merely through the medical sciences, but
across a series of disciplines, including law, political theology, philosophical anthropology, and biopolitics,
all culminating in the the model of the transplant for imagining an immunization that might lead to 'the
immune common.' The result is a book whose innovation is matched only by its fearlessness. An absolute
must read for anyone interested in thinking the future of life and politics in a biopolitical age."
Timothy C. Campbell, Cornell University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jodi Dauphin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need that Immunitas: The Protection
and Negation of Life to read.

Floyd Lipp:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Immunitas: The Protection and
Negation of Life book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Rosalie Dietrich:

This book untitled Immunitas: The Protection and Negation of Life to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

George Jamison:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Immunitas: The Protection and Negation
of Life book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Immunitas: The Protection and Negation of Life as
good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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