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In Impossibility, John D. Barrow--one of our most elegant and accomplished
science writers--argues convincingly that there are limits to human discovery,
that there are things that are ultimately unknowable, undoable, or unreachable.
Barrow first examines the limits of the human mind: our brain evolved to meet
the demands of our immediate environment, and much that lies outside this small
circlemay also lie outside our understanding. He investigates practical
impossihilities, such as those imposed by complexity, uncomputability, or the
finiteness of time, space, and resources. |s the universe finite or infinite? Can
information be transmitted faster than the speed of light? The book also examines
deeper theoretical restrictions on our ability to know, including Godel's theorem,
which proved that there were things that could not be proved. Finaly, having
explored the limits imposed on us from without, Barrow considers whether there
are limits we should impose upon ourselves. Weaving together this intriguing
tapestry, Barrow illuminates some of the most profound questions of science,
from the possibility of time travel to the very structure of the universe.
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In Impossibility, John D. Barrow--one of our most elegant and accomplished science writers--argues
convincingly that there are limits to human discovery, that there are things that are ultimately unknowable,
undoable, or unreachable. Barrow first examines the limits of the human mind: our brain evolved to meet the
demands of our immediate environment, and much that lies outside this small circle may also lie outside our
understanding. He investigates practical impossibilities, such as those imposed by complexity,
uncomputability, or the finiteness of time, space, and resources. Is the universe finite or infinite? Can
information be transmitted faster than the speed of light? The book also examines deeper theoretical
restrictions on our ability to know, including Godel's theorem, which proved that there were things that could
not be proved. Finally, having explored the limits imposed on us from without, Barrow considers whether
there are limits we should impose upon ourselves. Weaving together this intriguing tapestry, Barrow
illuminates some of the most profound questions of science, from the possibility of time travel to the very
structure of the universe.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Perhaps it's a harbinger of the end of science that so much attention is being paid to the impossible. In
Impossibility, astronomer John D. Barrow outlines a maturation pattern for areas of deep human inquiry that
includes an adolescence of exciting discoveries, new formulas, and unusual predictions. As science has
matured, our confidence in it has grown. We expect that science has answers, that its predictive powers are
mostly accurate. But what happens when the science gets old? Oddly enough, it seemsto have started trying
to find the end of its own usefulness--its formulas "predict that there are things which they cannot predict,
observations which cannot be made, statements whose truth they can neither affirm nor deny."

Barrow's book is afairly tough read, delving into topics as varied as theology, art, mathematics, and
cosmology in its quest to define impossibility. But for those who have noticed that, " Scientists seem no
longer content merely to describe what they have done or what Nature is like; they are keen to tell their
audience what their discoveries mean for an ever-widening range of deep philosophical questions,”
Impossibility is an intriguing look at the evolution of our thoughts on knowing everything. Without limits,
there would be no science, and though our imaginations may roam freely through the realms of impossihility,
we may find in the end that "what cannot be known is more revealing than what can." --Therese Littleton

Review

"[An] illuminating, well-written account....One can only wonder how Barrow can possibly make all these
[concepts] fit together into a coherent story about the limits to science. Well, contrary to al expectations, he
does make them fit, and in only 250 pages! So for about as good an account as youre going to get of where
science stops, read this book."--Nature

"Delightful and fascinating....lmpossibility is athoughtful, careful, and insightful book that is presented in a
skillfully woven narrative, guiding the reader gently through the thicket of logic, physics, and mathematics....
If you are fascinated by the limits of knowledge, you will be richly rewarded by this book."--Michio Kaku,
New Scientist

About the Author

John Barrow is Professor of Astronomy at the University of Sussex. Among his many popular books on
science are Pi in the Sky, Theories of Everything, and The Origin of the Universe. He livesin Sussex,
England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Algjandro Jones:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Impossibility: The Limits of Science and the Science of
Limits. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Impossibility: The Limits of Science and the Science of Limits. Y ou can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open abook aswell as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Thomas Hill:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Maobile phone. Like Impossibility: The Limits
of Science and the Science of Limits which is keeping the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's
observe.

Eric Kyler:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Impossibility: The Limits of Science and the
Science of Limits can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Steven Burley:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Impossibility: The Limits of Science and the Science of Limits. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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