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Of all the crafts and professions other than the priesthood, none has been more
closely connected with the religious taditions of Western peoples than mining
and metallurgy. Not so long ago our ancestors would have found it incredible that
people could not see the connections between mining, metallurgy, and the sacred,
just as we now find it incredible that they could. What was a commonplace to the
European mind for millennia has for us become a matter of the deepest obscurity.
This is a matter of more than historical interest. It goes to the heart of how we
think about work, about religion, and about the relations between people and
nature. For our ancestors most forms of work were spiritual paths, disciplines that
shaped those who engaged in them as powerfully as the ritual of church or
temple. In many crafts and professions the stages by which the learner was
inducted were initiations into substantial undestandings of the spirit and of
spiritual practice. The early chapters of this book consider how the smith god of
the Greeks and Romans made the world in his forge, how Moses made the
tabernacle as God commanded, and how mining was sanctified in the Middle
Ages. Traditionally, these forms of work were thought to repeat and extend the
creative powers of God and nature, and those who engaged in them enjoying a
special insight into the processes of the divine creaion. The withdrawal of the
sacred sense from human work has diminished religion in many Western
societies, and the several stages by which this withdrawal occurred is one of the
major concerns of this book. This same withdrawal has also diminished our sense
of the relations between the human and natural worlds. In earlier times people
felt that working with the natural world helped it to bring to birth the many goods
with which it was in labor. Work fulfilled not only the worker but nature itself.
Even in quite recent times the spirits of the earth, the fairies and dwarfts, actively
assisted farmers and miners in their work according to common belief, and the
fifth chapter considers some of the stories about these elemental denizens of the
mine. The final chapter examines how the belief in such creatures came to be lost
and the consequences of that loss for our understanding of the natural world. This
book is a book of stories from many different places and times in the history of
the West, and the juxtaposition of these stories in a coherent sequence reveals a
way of looking at work, nature, and religon that was much more substantial than
is our own.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Marlon Hood:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Anthony Flowers:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Mining,
Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Edna Davis:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known
as of book Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important



that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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