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The world of J. R. R. Tolkien is filled with strange creatures, elaborately crafted
lore, ancient tongues, and magic that exists only in fantasy; yet the lessons taught
by hobbits and wizards speak powerfully and practically to our real lives.
Courage, valor, trust, pride, greed, and jealousy--these are not fictional virtues.
This is the stuff of real life, the Christian life. Professor and author Louis Markos
takes us on the road with Tolkien and C. S. Lewis, with looks at selected classic
works of literature as well, to show how great stories bring us so much more than
entertainment. They inspire and convict, imparting truth in unforgettable ways.

Rediscover the virtue of great storytelling and the power of fantasy to transform
our reality.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The mistake that Uncle Andrew made was not because he believed that wealth could be brought back from
Narnia. His mistake was in refusing to bring back the right kind of wealth -- it is wisdom we need, not more
steel and battleships. Louis Markos has remedied that problem, importing a great of wisdom from Narnia,
and Middle Earth as well, with plenty to spare. I am happy to recommend On the Shoulders of Hobbits."

 Douglas Wilson, author of What I Learned in Narnia

 "Thoughtful, helpful, insightful, On the Shoulders of Hobbits reminds us just how much is to be gained by
standing on the shoulders of Tolkien and Lewis, those Christian literary giants."

Michael Ward, Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics and co-editor of The Cambridge Companion to C.S.
Lewis

 “A book that richly celebrates the place of story in our lives—even as it invites us to walk the road with, and
glean life lessons from, some of J.R.R. Tolkien’s finest characters.”

Kevin Belmonte, editor of A Year with G.K. Chesterton, and lead historical consultant for the film, Amazing
Grace.

 "Louis Markos' thoughtful exploration of virtue through the writings of JRR Tolkien and CS Lewis is a
valuable resource for parents, teachers, and young people seeking models and guides for living a life shaped
by, and infused with, the richness of Christian virtues."

Holly Ordway, Houston Baptist University and author of Not God's Type

 

From the Back Cover

Classical virtue has been lost.

 

Courage, valor, trust, and friendship seem to be things of the past, of a different age and era.  But is that
because we have simply forgotten how to see them and learn them?

 

There was a time when virtue and vice were learned not through mere lessons and propositions but through
stories. Real life truth and goodness was communicated powerfully through fantastical fiction. Louis Markos
takes us back to that day and that reality.



 

Through the iconic works of J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis we are reintroduced to classic virtues, both good
and bad. Markos shows the reader how powerful stories and their characters act as teachers and examples of
what to be and not to be in real life.

 

Rediscover the power of stories and the importance of virtue through this beautiful work.

About the Author

LOUIS MARKOS, is a professor in English and Scholar in Residence at Houston Baptist University and
holds the Robert H. Ray Chair in Humanities. Dr. Markos is a respected and widly requested speaker on C.
S. Lewis, Tolkien, and Christian worldview as well as the arts, education, the new age, apologetics and,
ancient Greece and Rome. He is the author of several books and numerous lectures and articles. Dr. Markos
lives in Houston, Texas, with his wife Donna, his son Alex, and his daughter Stacey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

This book untitled On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with Tolkien and Lewis to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from
your list.

Michael Auten:

On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with Tolkien and Lewis can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with Tolkien and Lewis however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Donald Benson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with Tolkien



and Lewis why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Seth Sutherland:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with
Tolkien and Lewis or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any
other book likes On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with Tolkien and Lewis to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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