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In this brilliantly illuminating group portrait of the men who came to be known
as the Founding Fathers, the incomparable Gordon Wood has written a book that
seriously asks, "What made these men great?" and shows us, among many other
things, just how much character did in fact matter. The life of
each—Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Hamilton, Madison, Paine—is
presented individually as well as collectively, but the thread that binds these
portraits together is the idea of character as a lived reality. They were members
of the first generation in history that was self-consciously self-made men who
understood that the arc of lives, as of nations, is one of moral progress.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Bancroft and Pulitzer Prize–winner Wood suggests that behind America's current romance with the founding
fathers is a critique of our own leaders, a desire for such capable and disinterested leadership as was offered
by George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Provocatively, Wood argues that the very egalitarian
democracy Washington and Co. created all but guarantees that we will "never again replicate the
extraordinary generation of the founders." In 10 essays, most culled from the New York Review of Books and
the New Republic, Wood offers miniature portraits of James Madison, Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton and
Thomas Paine. The most stimulating chapter is devoted to John Adams, who died thinking he would never
get his due in historians' accounts of the Revolution; for the most part, he was right. This piece is an
important corrective; Adams, says Wood, was not only pessimistic about the greed and scrambling he saw in
his fellow Americans, he was downright prophetic—and his countrymen, then and now, have never wanted
to reckon with his critiques. Wood is an elegant writer who has devoted decades to the men about whom he
is writing, and taken together, these pieces add perspective to the founding fathers cottage industry. (May 22)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School–There is no shortage of new titles assessing the character and contributions of America's
founders, but this excellent book is particularly well suited to high school students. Wood has selected eight
remarkable men to profile: George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton,
James Madison, John Adams, Thomas Paine, and Aaron Burr. After describing how their reputations have
undergone changes through the years, sometimes honored, sometimes reviled, the author discusses the men
in terms of their own times. A chapter is devoted to each one, but these essays are not simple biographical
sketches. Wood establishes his subjects' social and economic backgrounds, but then focuses on their
personalities and philosophies, revealed through their correspondence. Trying to establish a meritocracy
during an age of aristocracy was a daunting process, and the founders often became one another's
adversaries. Their shrewd and sometimes caustic observations showed the difficulties involved in coming to
a consensus on vital issues. Insecurities, humor, brilliance, and bewilderment abounded, all described in a
flowing, lively style. Readers will gain a new understanding and appreciation of these men, and may even be
inspired to read some of the comprehensive biographies recommended by the author.–Kathy Tewell,
Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Distinguished Brown University historian Gordon S. Wood has examined Revolutionary politics in The
Creation of the American Republic (Bancroft Prize, 1970) and The Radicalism of the American Revolution
(Pulitzer Prize, 1993). Collected from writing he did for the New York Review of Books and the New
Republic, this latest compilation covers the same turf, but, as his title suggests, Wood emphasizes the moral
and philosophical underpinnings of the founding fathers' beliefs. Reviewers concur with the Los Angeles
Times, which calls Revolutionary Characters "a 'greatest hits' of energetically reworked, previously
published essays that should be required summer reading for all elected officials."

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Morris Whitfield:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Revolutionary
Characters: What Made the Founders Different. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Sandy Reid:

This book untitled Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Ollie Brooks:

The e-book with title Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Belinda Fergerson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders
Different can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Revolutionary Characters: What Made the
Founders Different.
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