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Understanding the processes of rhetorical criticism--the systematic investigation
and explanation of symbolic acts and artifacts--creates opportunities for more
effective communication. When we are aware of the various options available in
the construction of messages and how they function to produce effects, we have
the tools needed to question the messages in artifacts rather than responding
uncritically. Sonja Foss, who has an enviable talent for synthesizing complex
rhetorical concepts and processes into clear explanations, presents nine methods
of rhetorical criticism. She carefully explains and illustrates the theory behind
each method with abundant examples of applications. Interesting and lively
essays, some written by students, encourage readers to develop their critical
skills. Useful bibliographies list additional samples for each type of criticism.
Rhetorical criticism is not a process confined to a few assignments in a rhetorical
or media criticism course. It is an everyday activity we can use to understand our
responses to symbols of all kinds and to create our own symbols to generate the
responses we desire.

Also by Sonja K. Foss and available from Waveland Press: with Karen A. Foss
and Robert Trapp, Contemporary Perspectives on Rhetoric, Third Edition (ISBN
9781577662051); with Karen A. Foss and Cindy L. Griffin, Feminist Rhetorical
Theories (ISBN 9781577664963); with Mary E. Domenico and Karen A. Foss,
Gender Stories: Negotiating Identity in a Binary World (ISBN 9781577667919);
with Karen A. Foss, Inviting Transformation: Presentational Speaking for a
Changing World, Third Edition (ISBN 9781577667216); with Karen A. Foss and
Robert Trapp, Readings in Contemporary Rhetoric (ISBN 9781577662068); with
Karen A. Foss and Cindy L. Griffin, Readings in Feminist Rhetorical Theory
(ISBN 9781577664970).

Titles of related interest also available from Waveland Press: Hauser,
Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, Second Edition (ISBN 9781577662211) and
Sillars-Gronbeck, Communication Criticism: Rhetoric, Social Codes, Cultural
Studies (ISBN 9781577661719).
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Editorial Review

Review
"This edition remains the consummate single-book source for how to conceive of and undertake rhetorical
criticism. The chapters are concise and authoritative as they move the reader through an array of
methodological approaches. This book rarely leaves my desk. Highly recommended." --D. Robert DeChaine,
California State University, Los Angeles

From the Back Cover
"This is a valuable revision, particularly the chapter on pentadic criticism. The textbook challenges to be an
excellent primary text for undergraduate rhetorical criticism classes. The student sample essays are
particularly useful to illustrate the methods." -- Clarke Rountree, University of Alabama "An important
update for a strong method-driven approach to critical engagement of texts." -- Robert Reid, University of
Dubuque

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Olden:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with
Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Steven Kilgore:

The reserve with title Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice has lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Karl Irwin:

This Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling



sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Jesse Mansell:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice can make you sense more interested to read.
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