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Widely regarded as the finest poet of his generation, Seamus Heaney is the
subject of numerous critical studies, but no book-length portrait has appeared
before now. Through his own lively and eloquent reminiscences, Stepping Stones
retraces Heaney's steps from his first exploratory testing of the ground as an
infant to what he called his "moon-walk" to the podium to receive the 1995
Nobel Prize in Literature. It also fascinatingly charts his post-Nobel life and is
supplemented with a number of photographs, many from the Heaney family
album and published here for the first time. In response to firm but subtle
questioning from Dennis O'Driscoll, Heaney sheds a personal light on his work
(poems, essays, translations, plays) and on the artistic and ethical challenges he
faced during the dark years of the Ulster Troubles. Combining the spontaneity of
animated conversation with the considered qualities of the best autobiographical
writing, Stepping Stones provides an original, diverting, and absorbing store of
reflections and recollections. Scholars and general readers alike are brought
closer to the work, life, and creative development of a charismatic and lavishly
gifted poet whose latest collection, District and Circle, was awarded the T. S.
Eliot Prize for Poetry in 2006.
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studies, but no book-length portrait has appeared before now. Through his own lively and eloquent
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infant to what he called his "moon-walk" to the podium to receive the 1995 Nobel Prize in Literature. It also
fascinatingly charts his post-Nobel life and is supplemented with a number of photographs, many from the
Heaney family album and published here for the first time. In response to firm but subtle questioning from
Dennis O'Driscoll, Heaney sheds a personal light on his work (poems, essays, translations, plays) and on the
artistic and ethical challenges he faced during the dark years of the Ulster Troubles. Combining the
spontaneity of animated conversation with the considered qualities of the best autobiographical writing,
Stepping Stones provides an original, diverting, and absorbing store of reflections and recollections. Scholars
and general readers alike are brought closer to the work, life, and creative development of a charismatic and
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. There is no shortage of writing by or about Nobel Prize–winning Irish poet Heaney. Yet this
big book is a unique and useful addition to the Heaney canon: beginning in 2001, the Dublin-based poet,
essayist and anthologist O'Driscoll entered into an extended correspondence with Heaney for the purpose of
collaboratively constructing a kind of autobiography-in-interviews. The result is a collection of 16 discreet
interviews, the first two of which discuss Heaney's childhood and poetic growth. Then there is one
interview-chapter for each of Heaney's celebrated books (except the last two, which are grouped together),
followed by a summing up. In conversation, Heaney comes across as extremely friendly, expansively
intelligent and in possession of the groundedness in the details of his environment that readers of his poems
will be familiar with. Here are boyhood recollections (Our travelling grocery van... was run first by a man
called McCarney, but 'the egg man' was our name for him), memories of the famous Belfast Group and
accounts of coming-of-age, and then coming to international prominence, against the backdrop of Ireland's
troubled 20th-century politics. And, of course, Heaney traces the events—both political and personal—that
led to many of his poems. For fans of Heaney, of 20th-century Irish literature or anyone eager to get deep
into the mind of a major artist, this is an essential book. (Dec.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“This really is a remarkable book. There isn't a dull, vapid or useless sentence in it; it's about what it is to be
human, as much as it is about what it is to be a poet.” ?Nicholas Lezard, The Guardian

“[Stepping Stones] is a Heaney word horde that will not be surpassed for some time . . . [It] will be seized on
by students of the work as well as the common reader . . . [Heaney] is intensely present within these pages--
still surprising, still defying 'the merciless landscapes' with generosity, courage and joy.” ?Bel Mooney, The
Times (London)

“[An] important book-length interview, designed to serve in lieu of a memoir . . . Dennis O'Driscoll [is] an
excellent poet and critic, and a deeply informed and probing interviewer of his longtime friend.” ?Adam
Kirsch, The New Republic

“Stepping Stones succeeds on many levels, and O'Driscoll's intelligent probing to go beyond Seamus Heaney
the public figure to the inner man, to the essential inner poet, is masterful.” ?Katherine Bailey, Star Tribune
(Minneapolis)

“These ‘linked interviews,' as O'Driscoll calls them, set out to trace, book by book, the contours of Heaney's
writing life and the events and memories that inform it. To a great degree, they succeed.” ?Sean O'Hagan,
The Observer (London)

About the Author

Dennis O'Driscoll's previous publications include New and Selected Poems and Reality Check. He is the
author of a collection of essays and reviews, Troubled Thoughts, Majestic Dreams, and works as a civil
servant in Dublin.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

The book Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Stepping Stones: Interviews with
Seamus Heaney to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and
read a reserve Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lula Barnes:

Here thing why that Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Stepping Stones:
Interviews with Seamus Heaney. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus
Heaney in e-book can be your option.

Melissa Kim:

This book untitled Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Kenneth Sigler:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney when you essential it?
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