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Richard Abel's magisterial new book radically rewrites the history of French
cinema between 1896 and 1914, particularly during the years when Pathé-Frères,
the first major corporation in the new industry, led the world in film production
and distribution. Based on extensive investigation of rare archival films and
documents, and drawing on recent social and cultural histories of turn-of-the-
century France and the United States, his book provides new insights into the
earliest history of the cinema.

Abel tells how early French film entertainment changed from a cinema of
attractions to the narrative format that Hollywood would so successfully exploit.
He describes the popular genres of the era—comic chases, trick films and féeries,
historical and biblical stories, family melodramas and grand guignol tales, crime
and detective films—and shows the shift from short subjects to feature-length
films. Cinema venues evolved along with the films as live music, color effects,
and other new exhibiting techniques and practices drew larger and larger
audiences. Abel explores the ways these early films mapped significant
differences in French social life, helping to produce thoroughly bourgeois
citizens for Third Republic France.

The Ciné Goes to Town recovers early French cinema's unique contribution to the
development of the mass culture industry. As the one-hundredth anniversary of
cinema approaches, this compelling demonstration of film's role in the formation
of social and national identity will attract a wide audience of film scholars, social
and cultural historians, and film enthusiasts.
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Richard Abel's magisterial new book radically rewrites the history of French cinema between 1896 and 1914,
particularly during the years when Pathé-Frères, the first major corporation in the new industry, led the world
in film production and distribution. Based on extensive investigation of rare archival films and documents,
and drawing on recent social and cultural histories of turn-of-the-century France and the United States, his
book provides new insights into the earliest history of the cinema.

Abel tells how early French film entertainment changed from a cinema of attractions to the narrative format
that Hollywood would so successfully exploit. He describes the popular genres of the era—comic chases,
trick films and féeries, historical and biblical stories, family melodramas and grand guignol tales, crime and
detective films—and shows the shift from short subjects to feature-length films. Cinema venues evolved
along with the films as live music, color effects, and other new exhibiting techniques and practices drew
larger and larger audiences. Abel explores the ways these early films mapped significant differences in
French social life, helping to produce thoroughly bourgeois citizens for Third Republic France.

The Ciné Goes to Town recovers early French cinema's unique contribution to the development of the mass
culture industry. As the one-hundredth anniversary of cinema approaches, this compelling demonstration of
film's role in the formation of social and national identity will attract a wide audience of film scholars, social
and cultural historians, and film enthusiasts.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Just the sort of history text that should satisfy nearly everyone. [Abel] relies on original archival
archaeology and connects that inquiry to shifts in early French film style and culture, all the while keeping an
eye on the theoretical implications of his own historiography. . . . The attention to detail, the importance of
the scholarship, and the excellent production quality are evident at every level. . . . Abel not only worked
hard in the archives, he also worked at writing a lively, teachable history that allows us to marvel at all these
wonderful movies. . . . Abel's history is a great success."--Richard Neupert, "Film Quarterly

About the Author

Richard Abel is National Endowment for the Humanities Professor of English at Drake University. His
books include French Cinema: The First Wave, 1915-1929 (1984), winner of the Theatre Library
Association Award, and French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-1939 (1988), winner
of the Jay Leyda Prize in Cinema Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Ciné Goes to Town:
French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eduardo Baro:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Ciné Goes to Town: French
Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jacqueline Harding:

This book untitled The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a



lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book
from your list.

Rose Rafferty:

Often the book The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Ciné Goes to Town:
French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Download and Read Online The Ciné Goes to Town: French
Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition By Richard
Abel #BUZ4DK5EITQ



Read The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated
and Expanded Edition By Richard Abel for online ebook

The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition By Richard Abel Free
PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and
Expanded Edition By Richard Abel books to read online.

Online The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded
Edition By Richard Abel ebook PDF download

The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition By Richard Abel
Doc

The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition By Richard Abel Mobipocket

The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition By Richard Abel EPub

BUZ4DK5EITQ: The Ciné Goes to Town: French Cinema, 1896-1914, Updated and Expanded Edition By Richard Abel


