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Following the fall of the Roman Empire in the West, the cult of the saints was the
dominant form of religion in Christian Europe. In this elegantly written work,
Peter Brown explores the role of tombs, shrines, relics, and pilgrimages
connected with the sacred bodies of the saints. He shows how men and women
living in harsh and sometimes barbaric times relied upon the merciful
intercession of the holy dead to obtain justice, forgiveness, and to find new ways
to accept their fellows. Challenging the common treatment of the cult as an
outbreak of superstition among the lower classes, Brown demonstrates how this
form of religiousity engaged the finest minds of the Church and elicited from
members of the educated upper classes some of their most splendid achievements
in poetry, literature, and the patronage of the arts. Brown has an international
reputation for his fine style, a style he here turns on to illuminate the cult of the
saints. Christianity was born without such a cult; it took rise and that rise needs
chronicling. Brown has a gift for the memorable phrase and sees what the
passersby have often overlooked. An eye-opener on an important but neglected
phase of Western development.--The Christian Century Brilliantly original and
highly sophisticated . . . . [The Cult of the Saints] is based on great learning in
several disciplines, and the story is told with an exceptional appreciation for the
broad social context. Students of many aspects of medieval culture, especially
popular religion, will want to consult this work.--Bennett D. Hill, Library Journal
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forgiveness, and to find new ways to accept their fellows. Challenging the common treatment of the cult as
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international reputation for his fine style, a style he here turns on to illuminate the cult of the saints.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brown's style is itself a feast, and he has a genius for making the past and present energize each other."
(Patrick Henry Theology Today)

About the Author

Peter Brown is the Philip and Beulah Rollins Professor of History, Emeritus and Senior Historian at
Princeton University and the author of Augustine of Hippo and The Making of Late Antiquity.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Cult of the Saints:
Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of Religions)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Billy Anderson:

This The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of
Religions) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in
Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of Religions) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Cult of the
Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of Religions) can bring
when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (The
Haskell Lectures on History of Religions) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Shea Cross:

The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of
Religions) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this



publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity
(The Haskell Lectures on History of Religions) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Melvin Schroeder:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function
in Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of Religions) or others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Cult of the Saints: Its
Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (The Haskell Lectures on History of Religions) to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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