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The ontological argument for the existence of God has been a constant in the
philosophy of religion since its first formulation by Anselm of Canterbury in the
11th century. In the 17th century, it was revived by René Descartes, and ever
since has been a subject of dispute and much debate among philosophers.
Descartes formulated it as follows:

"Premise 1: That which we clearly understand to belong to the true and
immutable nature, or essence, or form of something, can be truly asserted of that
thing.

"Premise 2: But once we have made a sufficiently careful investigation into what
God is, we clearly and distinctly understand that existence belongs to his true and
immutable nature.

Conclusion: Hence we can now truly assert of God that he does exits"

In this interesting history of the argument, philosopher Kevin J. Harrelson shows
that the defense of the ontological argument is more consistent and persuasive
than has frequently been supposed. In addition to correcting many common
misunderstandings about the argument, the author highlights what appears to be
an irremovable tension between the conclusion and the explanation of the proof.
Both the common objections to the argument and its historical development in
early modern philosophy are explained in light of this tension.
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The ontological argument for the existence of God has been a constant in the philosophy of religion since its
first formulation by Anselm of Canterbury in the 11th century. In the 17th century, it was revived by René
Descartes, and ever since has been a subject of dispute and much debate among philosophers. Descartes
formulated it as follows:

"Premise 1: That which we clearly understand to belong to the true and immutable nature, or essence, or
form of something, can be truly asserted of that thing.

"Premise 2: But once we have made a sufficiently careful investigation into what God is, we clearly and
distinctly understand that existence belongs to his true and immutable nature.

Conclusion: Hence we can now truly assert of God that he does exits"

In this interesting history of the argument, philosopher Kevin J. Harrelson shows that the defense of the
ontological argument is more consistent and persuasive than has frequently been supposed. In addition to
correcting many common misunderstandings about the argument, the author highlights what appears to be an
irremovable tension between the conclusion and the explanation of the proof. Both the common objections to
the argument and its historical development in early modern philosophy are explained in light of this tension.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kevin J. Harrelson is an assistant professor of philosophy at Ball State University in Muncie, IN. He has
taught humanities at Kentucky, and philosophy at the University of North Dakota. His research areas are in
early modern philosophy, German Idealism, and the philosophy of religion. His current research projects
focus on religious belief and the justification thereof in the early modern period. He has published numerous
biographical articles in the Dictionary of Eighteenth-Century German Philosophers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonita Crist:

The guide untitled The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel is the publication that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Ontological Argument from Descartes to
Hegel from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Herbert Willams:

The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Ontological Argument from Descartes to
Hegel but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Tammy Booker:

This The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel is great book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel in your hand like having the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt that?



Josephine Draughn:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Ontological Argument from Descartes to Hegel this guide consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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