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Asthe world eagerly looked forward to the dawn of a new millennium, the
turning of the calendar also represented an opportunity to pause and reflect on the
tremendous ingenuity and invention that marked the previous hundred years.
Electricity, automobiles, telephones, radio, television, computersa€) these are a
just afew of the innovations the decades had introduced & all compliments of
the world&€™s engineers.

Celebrating a century of innovation, the National Academy of Engineering and a
consortium of professional engineering societies present the most significant
engineering triumphs of the era. While the achievements encompass many
dramatic and highly visible engineering feats, from the first flight at Kitty Hawk
to the birth of the Internet, the lineup is largely composed of more commonplace
advances that had atruly profound and widespread effect on all of society.
Indeed, most of the achievements profiled in this book are so much a part of our
lives that we have come to take them for granted. But to learn the stories behind
these great achievementsisto behold and appreciate them anew.

Topping the list is e ectrification. More than half of the &€aeT op 20&€ would not
have been possible without it. Abundant and available electric power helped spur
Americad€™s economic development and distributed benefits widely, from cities
to farms. This achievement clearly shines as an example of how engineering has
changed the world.

But often we take the likes of air conditioning and refrigeration for granted even
though they have significantly improved our sense of comfort and contributed to
our physical health, giving us the ability to transport and extend the shelf life of
food. Radio and television are so much more than mere entertainment devices.
Indeed, they have changed the way we view the world and our placeinit. The
telephone has made the whole planet a smaller but much more connected place
for al of us. And underlying and enabling many of these technologiesisthe
computer &" from room-sized super computers to palm-sized devices.

Each chapter tells the life story of a specific engineering achievement. Each
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chapter also features a personal reflection by a notable engineer involved with the
achievement. Among them: Bill Gates, who brought the personal computer into
our home; Charles Townes, inventor of the laser; Robert Kahn, one of the
originators of the Internet; Bill Anders, the Apollo 8 astronaut who took the
famous &€ceEarthrised€ photograph while in lunar orbit; and Wilson Greatbatch,
inventor of the pacemaker. The engineers&€™ commentaries capture the
excitement, imagination, vision, and tenacity that ultimately made each
achievement areality. Timelines trace the evolution of the achievements while
dramatic illustrations depict how things actually work. Replete with photographs
and drawings, the drama of invention and discovery is brought vividly to life.

More than asimpletally of engineering achievements, A Century of Innovation is
proof positive that the genius and the talent of the world&€™s engineers have
truly transformed the way people live.
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Asthe world eagerly looked forward to the dawn of a new millennium, the turning of the calendar also
represented an opportunity to pause and reflect on the tremendous ingenuity and invention that marked the
previous hundred years. Electricity, automobiles, telephones, radio, television, computersé€] these are ajust a
few of the innovations the decades had introduced &€" all compliments of the world&€™s engineers.

Celebrating a century of innovation, the National Academy of Engineering and a consortium of professional
engineering societies present the most significant engineering triumphs of the era. While the achievements
encompass many dramatic and highly visible engineering feats, from the first flight at Kitty Hawk to the
birth of the Internet, the lineup islargely composed of more commonplace advances that had a truly
profound and widespread effect on all of society. Indeed, most of the achievements profiled in this book are
so much a part of our livesthat we have come to take them for granted. But to learn the stories behind these
great achievementsis to behold and appreciate them anew.

Topping the list is electrification. More than half of the &€aeT op 204€ would not have been possible without
it. Abundant and available electric power helped spur Americad€™s economic development and distributed
benefits widely, from cities to farms. This achievement clearly shines as an example of how engineering has
changed the world.

But often we take the likes of air conditioning and refrigeration for granted even though they have
significantly improved our sense of comfort and contributed to our physical health, giving us the ability to
transport and extend the shelf life of food. Radio and television are so much more than mere entertainment
devices. Indeed, they have changed the way we view the world and our place in it. The telephone has made
the whole planet a smaller but much more connected place for all of us. And underlying and enabling many
of these technologiesis the computer &€" from room-sized super computers to palm-sized devices.

Each chapter tells the life story of a specific engineering achievement. Each chapter also features a personal
reflection by a notable engineer involved with the achievement. Among them: Bill Gates, who brought the
personal computer into our home; Charles Townes, inventor of the laser; Robert Kahn, one of the originators
of the Internet; Bill Anders, the Apollo 8 astronaut who took the famous &oeEarthrise&€ photograph whilein
lunar orbit; and Wilson Greatbatch, inventor of the pacemaker. The engineers&€™ commentaries capture the
excitement, imagination, vision, and tenacity that ultimately made each achievement areality. Timelines
trace the evolution of the achievements while dramatic illustrations depict how things actually work. Replete
with photographs and drawings, the drama of invention and discovery is brought vividly to life.

More than asimpletally of engineering achievements, A Century of Innovation is proof positive that the
genius and the talent of the world&€™ s engineers have truly transformed the way people live.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an attractive coffee-table book ...the 20 achievements make for interesting reading.” -- The Times Higher
Education Supplement, March 5, 2004

"...contributes to the noble effort of making science as engaging as any best-selling novel." -- Chemical &
Engineering News, March 1, 2004

"...looks at the engineering triumphs of the 20th Century that have had profound effects on society..." -- The
Chicago Tribune, January 18, 2004

"One should pay attention to this lovely large-format coffee-table book, for it is more than it seemsto be." --
Physics Today, December 2004

"Replete with photographs and drawings, the drama of invention and discovery is brought vividly to life." --
SrReadal ot.org

"Thisisamust-have reference, or at least a must-read book. ...the best summary of engineering innovation
ever compiled." -- International Engineers Association website

About the Author
George Constable and Bob Somerville

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sarah Stiles:

The publication with title A Century of Innovation: Twenty Engineering Achievements that Transformed our
Lives haslot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This
particular book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Bonnie Mentzer:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Century of Innovation: Twenty
Engineering Achievements that Transformed our Livesthat give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the means for peopleto
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you



who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick A Century of Innovation: Twenty Engineering
Achievements that Transformed our Lives become your starter.

Lauren Veach:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Century of Innovation: Twenty
Engineering Achievements that Transformed our Lives guide written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt A
Century of Innovation: Twenty Engineering Achievements that Transformed our Lives as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't determine book by
its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

James Cooper :

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the A Century of Innovation: Twenty Engineering Achievements that Transformed our Lives
when you necessary it?
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