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James Madison Hall kept a journal from 1860 until just before his death in 1866,
in which he recorded a daily log of events in his life and the lives of his family,
slaves, and friends. It also served as a record of business dealings, money
borrowed and repaid, and cost of items during the war. Hall lived in Houston
County, Texas, where he was a farmer, and in Liberty County, Texas, where he
was a merchant and mayor of Liberty.

This book illustrates the home life of Texans during the Civil War and includes
Hall’s relationship with blacks, especially a man named Billl Hicks, who became
Hall’s miller when Hall was away. This book traces the changing relationships
betweeen slaves and masters during the early post-war transition, before
Congressional Reconstruction began. Hall’s feast of reason was to refuse to go
into the military, even though he favored seccession; to adapt to changing needs
and circumstances; and to remain a voice of fairness and moderation during these
trying times.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

KAREN GERHARDT FORT is a 6th generation Texan, born and raised in Waco. She earned a BA in
Spanish from the University of Houston and an MA in Museum Studies from Baylor University. Her first
book, Bale O’ Cotton (Texas A&M University Press, 1992), received two awards (American Association of
State and Local History and the San Antonio Conservation Society).  Other publishing credits include book
reviews, short fiction, poetry, and articles. Her research into the Civil War in Texas has led to articles, a film,
websites, and podcasts. She has written extensively about Texas history, and this is her 8th book. She is
married to historian Thomas A. Fort. Their son and his family live in the Seattle, Washington, area.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erica Dennis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled A Feast of Reason. Try to make the book A Feast of Reason as your close
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Linda Gabriel:

Exactly why? Because this A Feast of Reason is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Myrtle Galloway:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Feast of Reason can be the reply, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?



Lois Schooley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Feast of Reason was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book A Feast of Reason has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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