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Call me naïve, but when I was a girl-watching James Bond and devouring Harriet
the Spy-all I wanted was to grow up to be a spy. Unlike most kids, I didn't lose
my secret-agent aspirations. So as a bright-eyed, idealistic college grad, I sent my
resume to the CIA.

Getting in was a story in itself. I peed in more cups than you could imagine, and
was nearly condemned as a sexual deviant by the staff psychologist. My
roommates were getting freaked out by government investigators lurking around,
asking questions about my past.

Finally, the CIA was training me to crash cars into barriers at 60 mph. Jump out
of airplanes with cargo attached to my body. Survive interrogation, travel in
alias, lose a tail. One thing they didn't teach us was how to date a guy while lying
to him about what you do for a living. That I had to figure out for myself.
 
Then I was posted overseas. And that's when the real fun began.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In Lindsay Moran's Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy, the author comes across is an amusingly
candid cross between Bridget Jones and James Bond, with a little Gloria Steinem thrown in to remind
readers of the inherent sexism that runs rampant both in the US government and abroad. Moran, a few years
out of Harvard and fresh from a Fulbright scholarship in Bulgaria, decides to follow her childhood dream of
becoming and spy and, after a grueling interview process that involves several polygraphs and an abandoned
foreign boyfriend, goes to work for the CIA. What follows is a surprisingly honest behind-the-scenes look at
what it takes to become a real-life CIA agent, signal-sites and all.

Yet more than an insider's guide to the life and times of an undercover agent, Blowing My Cover is a story
about a highly educated, obviously intelligent yet occasionally insecure young woman trying to figure out
what she wants to do with her life, and who she wants to have beside her. As we follow Moran to the
"Farm", a six-month training camp where new recruits are forced into alarmingly real POW situations and
asked to perform death-defying car chases reminiscent of old Dukes of Hazard episodes, we also witness her
extreme loneliness at being cut off from her friends and family and her fear that she'll never meet "the one"
and settle down. One of the most poignant scenes happens early on in Moran's training, when she meets up
with some friends in New York at a party and realizes she can't even tell her closest confidents what she does
for a living.

For anyone who's ever wondered what it really means to be a CIA agent, Moran's tale is a worthwhile read.
Better yet, for anyone who's ever wondered what she wants to be when she grows up (even at age 30),
Blowing My Cover is an ultimately hopeful story of possibilities. --Gisele Toueg

From Publishers Weekly
When Harvard grad Moran entered CIA training in her late 20s, her expectations had more to do with
Harriet the Spy and James Bond than with drudge work or service; the reality, as she represents it in this
memoir of her training and case work, was a sexist environment filled with career-oriented, shallow people,
"an elaborate game for men who'd never really grown up." Beginning in 1998 as a case officer in Macedonia,
Moran finds the work dull and admittedly achieves little of note in her brief career; smooth writing and wit
regarding the humdrum mechanics of spookdom—from having her alias's credit card rejected for
nonpayment to the thousands of little lies she must invent and remember—carry the book. Her apprehension
about preying on people from cash-poor economies with bribes is easily overcome; a boyfriend in Bulgaria
helps ease her loneliness. During the events of 9/11 neither she nor her field boss have any idea what is going
on ("We worked for the CIA for chrissake. Shouldn't we have known?"). Though Moran is a likable spy, the
wait for significant insights or breakthroughs goes mostly unrewarded for writer and reader alike. Expressing
disillusionment with the U.S. invasion of Iraq, frustration with excessive bureaucracy and desire for a more
fulfilling personal life, Moran simply quits one day.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Blowing My Cover offers an inside look at America’s recent failures of intelligence, the CIA, and its tragic
missteps in the Iraq war. Moran, a disenchanted CIA case officer between 1998 and 2003, relates her
(mis)adventures with wit and intelligence-she’s an unglamorous Bond Girl with Bridget Jones’s sensibilities.
Most critics embraced Moran’s personal approach-her honest, humorous descriptions of grueling training
(defensive driving, assembling explosives, handling weapons) and journey toward emotional fulfillment.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


Who’s a young CIA agent to date, anyway? A few reviewers thought that Moran shirked some larger issues,
like her espionage posting in Macedonia, but this may be a matter of editing. In the end, Moran makes a
persuasive case to revamp American intelligence.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Crouch:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
called Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Walter Reeves:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy book is readable by means of you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still
thinking Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Cynthia Briscoe:

The publication untitled Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy is the publication that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Cathy Duran:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy
or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those



publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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