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The fact that domestic violence is a serious and ongoing social problem has been
well recognized since the women's movement made the hitherto private
experience of violence against women in the home into a political issue in the
1960s and 1970s. In Australia, amajor national prevalence study of violence
against women conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statisticsin 1996 found
that 23% of women who had ever been married or in ade facto relationship-1.1
million women-had experienced violence from their partner at some stage during
the relationship. Feminist legal scholarship, however, has highlighted the many
failures of criminal law to respond adequately to women's experiences of
domestic violence. Civil remedies for violence and abuse seem to offer better
possibilities: there is alower standard of proof, and the woman is the subject of
her own action rather than merely being the object of proceedings. The
availability of civil remedies has, in many cases, resulted from feminist
campaignsto fill the gapsin protection left by the criminal law. It has also been
argued that civil actions provide scope to change public discourses and legal
understandings of violence against women. Listening to women's stories might
force arevision of traditional conceptions and myths about what constitutes
violence, its causes and effects, and "appropriate” reactions to it. This study
investigates the ways in which women's experiences of domestic violence are
heard and understood in civil court settings, and examines women's experiences
of telling their stories (or at least attempting to do so) in those settings. The two
areas on which the study focuses are intervention order proceedingsin State
Magistrates Courts, and residence, contact, and property mattersin the federal
Family Court in Australia. The relevant legislation in the two jurisdictionsis
either partly or wholly a product of feminist legal activism. The study, therefore,
seeks to determine whether the feminist claim that the criminal law silences
women also pertains in the context of new civil claims specifically designed to
respond to women's experiences. The general history and theory of law reform
suggests that reforms often strike problems in the process of implementation. But
because law does not operate monalithically, the exact nature of those problems
is not necessarily predictable. In the context of this study, implementation
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problems may arise from social and legal discourses about domestic violence and
about victims of violence which tend to operate constantly across the legal
system, and/or they may arise from the particular rules and structures found in
each institutional setting. Thereisthus a need for detailed examination and
analysis of how these various elements operate and interact in different court
settings. In undertaking thistask, the study has two objectives. First, it draws
conclusions about the nature of implementation problemsin the two jurisdictions
in order to inform future feminist activism around violence against women.
Secondly, it makes a more general point about the importance of procedurein
feminist legal theory and praxis. In Australiain particular, feminist legal scholars
and advocates have placed a heavy emphasis on doctrinal revision and have
largely ignored issues of implementation. The study argues that procedure
(conceived broadly to encompass the what, where, how, and who of legal
proceedings) crucially shapes women's experience of the legal process, and is
neglected by feminists at their peril. This book will be of interest to feminist
jurisprudence and law and society scholars and researchers, and to activists and
advocates in the field of domestic violence.
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The fact that domestic violence is a serious and ongoing social problem has been well recognized since the
women's movement made the hitherto private experience of violence against women in the homeinto a
political issue in the 1960s and 1970s. In Australia, amajor national prevalence study of violence against
women conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statisticsin 1996 found that 23% of women who had ever
been married or in a de facto relationship-1.1 million women-had experienced violence from their partner at
some stage during the relationship. Feminist legal scholarship, however, has highlighted the many failures of
crimina law to respond adequately to women's experiences of domestic violence. Civil remedies for
violence and abuse seem to offer better possibilities: thereis alower standard of proof, and the woman isthe
subject of her own action rather than merely being the object of proceedings. The availability of civil
remedies has, in many cases, resulted from feminist campaigns to fill the gaps in protection left by the
criminal law. It has also been argued that civil actions provide scope to change public discourses and legal
understandings of violence against women. Listening to women's stories might force arevision of traditional
conceptions and myths about what constitutes violence, its causes and effects, and "appropriate” reactions to
it. This study investigates the ways in which women's experiences of domestic violence are heard and
understood in civil court settings, and examines women's experiences of telling their stories (or at least
attempting to do so) in those settings. The two areas on which the study focuses are intervention order
proceedingsin State Magistrates Courts, and residence, contact, and property matters in the federal Family
Court in Australia. The relevant legislation in the two jurisdictionsis either partly or wholly a product of
feminist legal activism. The study, therefore, seeks to determine whether the feminist claim that the criminal
law silences women also pertains in the context of new civil claims specifically designed to respond to
women's experiences. The general history and theory of law reform suggests that reforms often strike
problems in the process of implementation. But because law does not operate monolithically, the exact
nature of those problemsis not necessarily predictable. In the context of this study, implementation problems
may arise from social and legal discourses about domestic violence and about victims of violence which tend
to operate constantly across the legal system, and/or they may arise from the particular rules and structures
found in each ingtitutional setting. There isthus a need for detailed examination and analysis of how these
various elements operate and interact in different court settings. In undertaking thistask, the study has two
objectives. First, it draws conclusions about the nature of implementation problemsin the two jurisdictionsin
order to inform future feminist activism around violence against women. Secondly, it makes a more general
point about the importance of procedure in feminist legal theory and praxis. In Australiain particular,
feminist legal scholars and advocates have placed a heavy emphasis on doctrina revision and have largely
ignored issues of implementation. The study argues that procedure (conceived broadly to encompass the
what, where, how, and who of legal proceedings) crucially shapes women's experience of the legal process,
and is neglected by feminists at their peril. This book will be of interest to feminist jurisprudence and law
and society scholars and researchers, and to activists and advocates in the field of domestic violence.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Pell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Domestic Violence Law Reform and Women's Experiencein
Court: The Implementation of Feminist Reformsin Civil Proceedings. Try to make the book Domestic
Violence Law Reform and Women's Experience in Court: The Implementation of Feminist Reformsin Civil
Proceedings as your close friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you experience aone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than previoudly. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you alot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and a so knowledge with this book.

Charles Felton:

Within other casg, little individuals like to read book Domestic Violence Law Reform and Women's
Experience in Court: The Implementation of Feminist Reformsin Civil Proceedings. Y ou can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant the book Domestic
Violence Law Reform and Women's Experience in Court: The Implementation of Feminist Reformsin Civil
Proceedings. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simpleissue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

ChrisManley:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
abook can help people out of this uncertainty Information specialy this Domestic Violence Law Reform and
Women's Experience in Court: The Implementation of Feminist Reformsin Civil Proceedings book since
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred pct guarantees there
isno doubt in it as you know.



Angela Rodriguez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Domestic Violence Law Reform
and Women's Experience in Court: The Implementation of Feminist Reformsin Civil Proceedings which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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