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According to the people of the Mueda plateau in northern Mozambique, sorcerers
remake the world by asserting the authority of their own imaginative visions of it.
While conducting research among these Muedans, anthropologist Harry G. West
made a revealing discovery—for many of them, West’s efforts to elaborate an
ethnographic vision of their world was itself a form of sorcery. In Ethnographic
Sorcery, West explores the fascinating issues provoked by this equation.

A key theme of West’s research into sorcery is that one sorcerer’s claims can be
challenged or reversed by other sorcerers. After West’s attempt to construct a
metaphorical interpretation of Muedan assertions that the lions prowling their
villages are fabricated by sorcerers is disputed by his Muedan research
collaborators, West realized that ethnography and sorcery indeed have much in
common. Rather than abandoning ethnography, West draws inspiration from this
connection, arguing that anthropologists, along with the people they study, can
scarcely avoid interpreting the world they inhabit, and that we are all,
inescapably, ethnographic sorcerers.
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According to the people of the Mueda plateau in northern Mozambique, sorcerers remake the world by
asserting the authority of their own imaginative visions of it. While conducting research among these
Muedans, anthropologist Harry G. West made a revealing discovery—for many of them, West’s efforts to
elaborate an ethnographic vision of their world was itself a form of sorcery. In Ethnographic Sorcery, West
explores the fascinating issues provoked by this equation.

A key theme of West’s research into sorcery is that one sorcerer’s claims can be challenged or reversed by
other sorcerers. After West’s attempt to construct a metaphorical interpretation of Muedan assertions that the
lions prowling their villages are fabricated by sorcerers is disputed by his Muedan research collaborators,
West realized that ethnography and sorcery indeed have much in common. Rather than abandoning
ethnography, West draws inspiration from this connection, arguing that anthropologists, along with the
people they study, can scarcely avoid interpreting the world they inhabit, and that we are all, inescapably,
ethnographic sorcerers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At its core, this very significant book is a meditation on how to understand discourses on and around
sorcery on the Mueda plateau in Mozambique. Here, Harry West is concerned with the question of how
Muedans use sorcery discourse, both 'to speak about the world and to act within it.' I found this book
consistently fascinating, subtle, and deeply grounded in local understandings of a complex and ambiguous
world and in anthropological theory." - Donald Brenneis, University of California, Santa Cruz"

About the Author

Harry G. West is lecturer in social anthropology at the School of Oriental and African Studies of the
University of London and the author of Kupilikula: Governance and the Invisible Realm in Mueda,
Mozambique, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Abel Mulholland:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Ethnographic Sorcery. All type of
book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Martin Thomas:

The guide untitled Ethnographic Sorcery is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Ethnographic Sorcery from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Robert Rochester:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Ethnographic Sorcery we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Ethnographic Sorcery.



You can more attractive than now.

Clarence Duncan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Ethnographic Sorcery when you required it?
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