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Since the beginning of scholarly writing about the informal economy in the mid-
1970s, the debate has evolved from addressing survival strategies of the poor to
considering the implications for national development and the global economy.
Simultaneously, research on informal politics has ranged from neighborhood
clientelism to contentious social movements basing their claims on a variety of
social identities in their quest for social justice.

Despite related empirical and theoretical concerns, these research traditions have
seldom engaged in dialogue with one another. Out of the Shadows brings leading
scholars of the informal economy and informal politics together to address how
globalization has influenced local efforts to resolve political and economic
needs—and how these seemingly separate issues are indeed deeply related.

In addition to the editors, contributors are Javier Auyero, Miguel Angel Centeno,
Sylvia Chant, Robert Gay, Mercedes González de la Rocha, José Itzigsohn,
Alejandro Portes, and Juan Manuel Ramírez Sáiz.
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Editorial Review

Review

“With few exceptions, scholars from Left to Right have presented simplistic accounts of the political
ramifications of economic informality in the underdeveloped world. Such depictions have been curiously out
of sync with the salutary influence of the ‘bringing the state back in’ scholarship of the last couple of decades
or so. This volume makes a crucial contribution to the scholarly and policy literatures by emphasizing the
embeddedness of informal economies in state-society arrangements that cut across local, national, and
transnational terrains of the Latin American and global political economies. The volume represents essential
reading for scholars, policy specialists, students, and others who seek to make sense of the politico-social
consequences of deepening inequality and poverty in the contemporary world.”

—Richard Tardanico, Florida International University

“On the whole, the contributions to Out of the Shadows are persuasively argued and provide excellent
empirical material on grassroots informal activities across Latin America.”

—Tina Hilgers, Latin American Research Review

“Out of the Shadows should be a central reference for those interested in the grassroots reality of
neoliberalism and democracy, and its chapter by Centeno and Portes should be read by anyone interested in
Latin American economies.”

—Tina Hilgers, Latin American Research Review

About the Author

Patricia Fernández-Kelly is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at Princeton University, where she also holds an
appointment with the Office of Population Research.

Jon Shefner is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Tennessee.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you



require something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Out of the
Shadows: Political Action and the Informal Economy in Latin America to read.

Michael Parker:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Out of the Shadows: Political Action and the Informal
Economy in Latin America why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

William McClanahan:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be read. Out of the Shadows: Political Action and the Informal Economy in Latin America can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Priscilla Garcia:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Out of the Shadows: Political Action and the Informal Economy in Latin America
when you needed it?
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