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At the height of the Russian industrial revolution, legions of children toiled in
factories, accounting for fifteen percent of the workforce. Yet, by the end of the
nineteenth century, their numbers had been greatly reduced, thanks to legislation
that sought to protect the welfare of children for the first time.

Russia's Factory Children presents the first English-language account of the
changing role of children in the Russian workforce, from the onset of
industrialization until the Communist Revolution of 1917, and profiles the laws
that would establish children's labor rights.

In this compelling study, Boris B. Gorshkov examines the daily lives, working
conditions, hours, wages, physical risks, and health dangers to children who
labored in Russian factories. He also chronicles the evolving cultural mores that
initially welcomed child labor practices but later shunned them.

Through extensive archival research, Gorshkov views the evolution of Russian
child labor law as a reaction to the rise of industrialism and the increasing
dangers of the workplace. Perhaps most remarkable is his revelation that
activism, from the bourgeoisie, intellectuals, and children themselves, led to the
conciliation of legislators and marked a progressive shift that would impact
Russian society in the early twentieth century and beyond.
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At the height of the Russian industrial revolution, legions of children toiled in factories, accounting for
fifteen percent of the workforce. Yet, by the end of the nineteenth century, their numbers had been greatly
reduced, thanks to legislation that sought to protect the welfare of children for the first time.

Russia's Factory Children presents the first English-language account of the changing role of children in the
Russian workforce, from the onset of industrialization until the Communist Revolution of 1917, and profiles
the laws that would establish children's labor rights.

In this compelling study, Boris B. Gorshkov examines the daily lives, working conditions, hours, wages,
physical risks, and health dangers to children who labored in Russian factories. He also chronicles the
evolving cultural mores that initially welcomed child labor practices but later shunned them.

Through extensive archival research, Gorshkov views the evolution of Russian child labor law as a reaction
to the rise of industrialism and the increasing dangers of the workplace. Perhaps most remarkable is his
revelation that activism, from the bourgeoisie, intellectuals, and children themselves, led to the conciliation
of legislators and marked a progressive shift that would impact Russian society in the early twentieth century
and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Much more than a pathbreaking history of child labor in Russia, this book sheds new light on a stunning
array of topics, from the pioneering medical studies that identified children's distinctive brain functions and
physical capacities, to the radicalizing of a generation of young Russian factory workers. You need not be a
Russian historian to benefit from this book's insights into the development of social welfare policy, the
construction of age categories, and the roots of revolution.”
—Steven Mintz, Columbia University

“This balanced and judicious survey provides an overview of child labor practices and legislation in the
century leading up to the Russian Revolution. Gorshkov argues that the relationship with the autocracy was
more 'interactional' than confrontational, and that the Russian state was capable of responding positively to
public pressure. Adopting a comparative framework in his investigation of child labor laws, he problematizes
the notion of 'Russian backwardness' and seeks to normalize Russian history.”
—Ben Eklof, Indiana University

“Gorshkov's seminal study of child labor in late imperial Russia displays impeccable scholarship. After
analyzing preindustrial child labor, he examines legislative and public debates which resulted in the 1882
Child Labor Law. Gorshkov concludes the work with analysis of the impact of the law and references to the
question of child labor in our contemporary world.”
—Alice K. Pate, Columbus State University

“Succeeds both as Russian history and as a comparative complement to studies of child labor, rform, civil
society, and industrialization elsewhere. Highly recommended.”
—Choice

“Pathbreaking. One of the most important aspects of Gorshkov’s study is its use of comparative analysis.
This book will force readers to consider how accurately Russia is placed (or not placed) in its European
context both in the story of Russia’s industrialization and in broader fields such as world history or labor
history.”
—The Soviet and Post-Soviet Review

“Gorshkov has managed in this concise book to add a new dimension to the history of Russian labour, as
well as contributing to current debates about the role of the state, the growth of civil society, and the



perception of childhood.”
—Canadian Slavonic Papers

“Gorshkov’s interesting and conceptually provocative book examines child labor in the countryside, the
impact of industrialization, the difficult working conditions for children in factories, and, finally, the
concerns of both educated society and officialdom that led to new labor laws.”
—The Journal of Modern History

About the Author

Boris B. Gorshkov is visiting assistant professor of Russian, European, and world history at Auburn
University. He is the author of A Life Under Serfdom: Memoirs of Savva Dmitrievich Purlevskii, 1800-68,
and has contributed articles to numerous books and journals, including Encyclopedia of Europe, 1794-1914
and Encyclopedia of European Social History, from 1300 to 2000.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Russia's
Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800–1917 (Pitt Russian East European). All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Hilda Dumas:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Russia's Factory Children: State,
Society, and Law, 1800–1917 (Pitt Russian East European) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Charles Howell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide Russia's Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800–1917 (Pitt Russian
East European) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many



ways to get book which you wanted.

Shawn Young:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Russia's Factory Children: State, Society, and
Law, 1800–1917 (Pitt Russian East European) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Russia's Factory Children: State, Society, and Law, 1800–1917 (Pitt Russian East European)
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that
will.
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