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It is difficult for today's students of archaeology to imagine an era when
chronometric dating methods were unavailable. However, even a casual perusal
of the large body of literature that arose during the first half of the twentieth
century reveals a battery of clever methods used to determine the relative ages of
archaeological phenomena, often with considerable precision.
Stratigraphic excavation is perhaps the best known of the various relative-dating
methods used by prehistorians. Although there are several techniques of using
artifacts from superposed strata to measure time, these are rarely if ever
differentiated. Rather, common practice is to categorize them under the heading
`stratigraphic excavation'. This text distinguishes among the several techniques
and argues that stratigraphic excavation tends to result in discontinuous measures
of time - a point little appreciated by modern archaeologists.
Although not as well known as stratigraphic excavation, two other methods of
relative dating have figured important in Americanist archaeology: seriation and
the use of index fossils. The latter (like stratigraphic excavation) measures time
discontinuously, while the former - in various guises - measures time
continuously. Perhaps no other method used in archaeology is as misunderstood
as seriation, and the authors provide detailed descriptions and examples of each
of its three different techniques.
Each method and technique of relative dating is placed in historical perspective,
with particular focus on developments in North America, an approach that allows
a more complete understanding of the methods described, both in terms of
analytical technique and disciplinary history. This text will appeal to all
archaeologists, from graduate students to seasoned professionals, who want to
learn more about the backbone of archaeological dating.
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It is difficult for today's students of archaeology to imagine an era when chronometric dating methods were
unavailable. However, even a casual perusal of the large body of literature that arose during the first half of
the twentieth century reveals a battery of clever methods used to determine the relative ages of
archaeological phenomena, often with considerable precision.
Stratigraphic excavation is perhaps the best known of the various relative-dating methods used by
prehistorians. Although there are several techniques of using artifacts from superposed strata to measure
time, these are rarely if ever differentiated. Rather, common practice is to categorize them under the heading
`stratigraphic excavation'. This text distinguishes among the several techniques and argues that stratigraphic
excavation tends to result in discontinuous measures of time - a point little appreciated by modern
archaeologists.
Although not as well known as stratigraphic excavation, two other methods of relative dating have figured
important in Americanist archaeology: seriation and the use of index fossils. The latter (like stratigraphic
excavation) measures time discontinuously, while the former - in various guises - measures time
continuously. Perhaps no other method used in archaeology is as misunderstood as seriation, and the authors
provide detailed descriptions and examples of each of its three different techniques.
Each method and technique of relative dating is placed in historical perspective, with particular focus on
developments in North America, an approach that allows a more complete understanding of the methods
described, both in terms of analytical technique and disciplinary history. This text will appeal to all
archaeologists, from graduate students to seasoned professionals, who want to learn more about the
backbone of archaeological dating.
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Editorial Review

Review
`...is a very useful book.'
North American Archaeologist, 22:4 (2001)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Seriation, Stratigraphy,
and Index Fossils: The Backbone of Archaeological Dating is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Hazel Reinoso:

The book Seriation, Stratigraphy, and Index Fossils: The Backbone of Archaeological Dating has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Sanjuana Day:

This Seriation, Stratigraphy, and Index Fossils: The Backbone of Archaeological Dating is fresh way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Seriation, Stratigraphy, and Index Fossils: The Backbone of Archaeological Dating can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Lionel Huggins:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well



as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Seriation, Stratigraphy, and
Index Fossils: The Backbone of Archaeological Dating can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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