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Movies play a central role in shaping our understanding of crime and the world
generaly, helping us define what is good and bad, desirable and unworthy,

lawful and illicit, strong and weak. Crime films raise controversial issues about
the distribution of social power and the meanings of deviance, and they provide a
safe space for fantasies of rebellion, punishment, and the restoration of order.

In the first comprehensive study of its kind, well-known criminologist Nicole
Rafter examines the relationship between society and crime films from the
perspectives of criminal justice, film history and technique, and sociology. Shots
in the Mirror begins with an overview of the history of crime films and the
emergence of various genres, surveying important films from the silent era, the
early gangster films of the '30s, classic film noir, the work of Hitchcock, and
recent innovations by Scorsese, Tarrentino, and the Coen brothers.

Keeping pace with the evolution of crime films, Shotsin the Mirror has been
updated to respond to recent developments, trends, and shifting circumstancesin
the genre. This new edition expands the scope and increases the depth and variety
of the previous edition by including foreign filmsin addition to American
movies. Rafter also integrates an entirely new body of literature into the study,
reflecting the rapid expansion of scholarship on law-related films over the past
three years. She has added a chapter on psycho movies, a previously
unrecoghized subcategory of crime films. Another new chapter, "The Alternative
Tradition and Films of Moral Ambiguity," focuses on recent sex crime films.
This new final chapter grows organically out of the first edition's distinction
between traditional crime films, with their easy solutions to social problems, and
those more unusual critical films which belong to the bleaker, morally
ambiguous, alternative tradition.

Rafter examines more than three hundred films in this study, considering what
they have to say, socially and ideologically, about the causes of crime, and
adding valuable contributions to the on-going debate on whether media
representations of violence cause crime. Shotsin the Mirror is both a marvelous
history of crime films and a trenchant analysis of their complex relationship to
larger society.
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Movies play a central role in shaping our understanding of crime and the world generaly, helping us define
what is good and bad, desirable and unworthy, lawful and illicit, strong and weak. Crime filmsraise
controversial issues about the distribution of social power and the meanings of deviance, and they provide a
safe space for fantasies of rebellion, punishment, and the restoration of order.

In the first comprehensive study of its kind, well-known criminologist Nicole Rafter examines the
relationship between society and crime films from the perspectives of criminal justice, film history and
technique, and sociology. Shotsin the Mirror begins with an overview of the history of crime films and the
emergence of various genres, surveying important films from the silent era, the early gangster films of the
'30s, classic film noir, the work of Hitchcock, and recent innovations by Scorsese, Tarrentino, and the Coen
brothers.

Keeping pace with the evolution of crime films, Shotsin the Mirror has been updated to respond to recent
developments, trends, and shifting circumstances in the genre. This new edition expands the scope and
increases the depth and variety of the previous edition by including foreign filmsin addition to American
movies. Rafter also integrates an entirely new body of literature into the study, reflecting the rapid expansion
of scholarship on law-related films over the past three years. She has added a chapter on psycho movies, a
previously unrecognized subcategory of crime films. Another new chapter, "The Alternative Tradition and
Films of Moral Ambiguity,” focuses on recent sex crime films. This new final chapter grows organically out
of the first edition's distinction between traditional crime films, with their easy solutions to social problems,
and those more unusual critical films which belong to the bleaker, morally ambiguous, alternative tradition.

Rafter examines more than three hundred films in this study, considering what they have to say, socially and
ideologically, about the causes of crime, and adding valuable contributions to the on-going debate on
whether media representations of violence cause crime. Shotsin the Mirror is both amarvelous history of
crime films and a trenchant analysis of their complex relationship to larger society.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

In alucid analysis that begins with "The History of Crime Films" by Drew Dodd, Rafter (law, policy, and
society program, Northeastern Univ.) examines how crime films reflect and shape real life. She focuses on
criminology in crime films, cop films, courtroom films, prison and execution films, crime film heroes, and
the future. Predicting that demographic changes will dramatically modify content and style, she paints a rosy
picture of how independent filmmakers and entrenched studio executives alike will create tighter, more
meaningful crime films. The most significant crime movies are identified and/or discussed, with the
exceptions of Point Blank (1967) and Impulse (1990). Some readers will argue that "cop" movies began not
with Dirty Harry (1971) but rather with The Naked City (1948). Designating Crime a category, not a genre,
and including such crossover films as The Wild Bunch, The Last Detail, and RoboCop, Rafter could also
have investigated why criminality infests so many modern comedies. Useful notes are included.
Recommended for film/performing arts collections in public and academic libraries.

-KimR. Holston, American Inst. for Charity Property Casualty Underwriters, Malvern, PA

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The subject of crime and criminals has been a central part of the film industry since its inception. Today,
after more than a century of cinema, scholars have begun to explore the complex relationship between crime
and criminals and how those topics are portrayed on the screen. Rafter, a professor at Northeastern
University Law School, has noted that no serious studies have been conducted of how on-screen crime
influences our perception of real-world crime. It is an ambitious topic, and she handlesit well in avery brief
volume. First defining the broad category of films that focus on crime and its consequences, Rafter then
compiles athorough history of crime films and explores how the films and their heroes have changed over a
century, much as society's conception of the causes of and solutions to crime have changed. She concludes
with avery interesting exploration of future social problems and how they may be played out on screen.
Although somewhat academic, this book provides food for thought on avery clever topic. Ted Leventhal
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"No serious studies have been conducted of how on-screen crime influences our perception of real-world
crime. It is an ambitious topic, and [Rafter] handlesit well in avery brief volume....[She] concludes with a
very interesting exploration of future social problems and how they may be played out on screen....Food for
thought on a very clever topic."--Library Journal

"Brims with variety--this may be the only film book that cites the protagonist of Falling Down, The LAst
Seduction, and The Godfather in one sentence."--Kirkus Reviews

"Provides a brief survey that manages to range wider than other literature in the canon... [Rafter's] strategy
works well to fill agap in the literature of ‘criminological issues raised by movies."--Choice

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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June Edwards;

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Shotsin the Mirror: Crime Films and Society will
make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

DorisWilliams;

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info. When
you read areserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Shotsin the Mirror: Crime Films and Society, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Tyrone Smith:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and Society your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior
to. The Shotsin the Mirror: Crime Films and Society giving you a different experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

John Harris:;

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those guides have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the
book Shotsin the Mirror: Crime Films and Society we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't aways be doubt to change your life at this time book Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and
Society. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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