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Teacher identity is shaped by recognition or its absence, often by misrecognition
of others. Recognition as a teacher, or the strong and complex identification with
one’s professional culture and community, is necessary for a positive sense of
self. Increasingly, teachers are entering educational settings where difference
connotes not equal, better/worse, or having more/less power over resources.
Differences between discourses of identity are braided at many points with a
discourse of racism, both interpersonal and structural.

Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition examines the nature of identity
and recognition as social, cultural, and political constructs. In particular, the
contributing authors to the book present discussions of the professional work
necessary in teacher preparation programs concerned with preparing teachers for
the complexities of teaching in schools that mirror an increasingly diverse
society. Importantly, the authors illuminate many of the often problematic
structures of schooling and the cultural politics that work to define one’s identity
– drawing into specific relief the nature of the struggle for recognition that all
face who choose to entering teaching as a profession.
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Teacher identity is shaped by recognition or its absence, often by misrecognition of others. Recognition as a
teacher, or the strong and complex identification with one’s professional culture and community, is
necessary for a positive sense of self. Increasingly, teachers are entering educational settings where
difference connotes not equal, better/worse, or having more/less power over resources. Differences between
discourses of identity are braided at many points with a discourse of racism, both interpersonal and
structural.

Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition examines the nature of identity and recognition as social,
cultural, and political constructs. In particular, the contributing authors to the book present discussions of the
professional work necessary in teacher preparation programs concerned with preparing teachers for the
complexities of teaching in schools that mirror an increasingly diverse society. Importantly, the authors
illuminate many of the often problematic structures of schooling and the cultural politics that work to define
one’s identity – drawing into specific relief the nature of the struggle for recognition that all face who choose
to entering teaching as a profession.
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Editorial Review

Review
In this book, Patrick Jenlink has collected a provocative set of essays about the meaning and nature of
teacher identity in today’s acutely political educational climate. With striking clarity, the essays make two
arguments: that invisibility based on cultural difference is a deep threat to public education, and that
constructing pedagogy and curriculum for America’s schools based on recognition can be a powerful
antidote. (Marilyn Cochran-Smith, Cawthorne professor of teacher education for urban schools, Lynch
School of Education, Boston College)

The novelty of this important book is in the way it presents teacher identity within the context of society and
culture. It poses a unique perspective of the teacher as a whole, as a professional, and as an individual – not
only in the classroom, but also in society and cultural contexts. As such, it is a teaching-learning text for
teacher educators in addition to all those who care about making the person visible in a global, multicultural
society. (Professor Hanna Ezer, Levinsky College of Education, Israel)

One of the first realizations most educators with social justice ambitions make is that teachers who are wont
to interrogate their own identity positions are more likely to reproduce inequities in the classroom. Patrick
Jenlink and a diverse array of contributors construct an impressive topography of identity that can help
educators, educational leaders, and scholars alike understand the varied terrains of identity and do the work
necessary to enact such interrogations. Jenlink’s book builds nicely on his previous works on the cultural
recognition and the struggle for identity in America's schools. (Kris Sloan, associate professor and chair,
Teacher Education Program, St. Edward’s University, Austin, Texas)

This book invites the reader on a journey of metamorphosis through personal reflection – evoking a
passionate re-commitment to the human race through action with regards to social and moral responsibility.
The voices held on these pages seek to unravel the threat of invisibility while returning significance to one’s
search for identity. A profoundly important and necessary book – not just for teachers, but also for all
engaged in the development of others. (Terri Hebert, assistant professor, School of Education, Indiana
University South Bend)

About the Author
Patrick M. Jenlink is Professor of doctoral studies in the Department of Secondary Education and
Educational Leadership and Director of the Educational Research Center at Stephen F. Austin State
University. His scholarly interests are focused on moral literacy and leadership.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

The book Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition: Meeting the Challenges of a Diverse Society
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing
like a book Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition: Meeting the Challenges of a Diverse Society?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for



us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Teacher Identity and the Struggle
for Recognition: Meeting the Challenges of a Diverse Society has simple shape but you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Leon Moses:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition: Meeting the Challenges of a
Diverse Society was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book you wanted.

Neil Myers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition: Meeting the Challenges of a Diverse Society.

Yolanda Matlock:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition: Meeting the Challenges of
a Diverse Society when you required it?
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