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The transformation of Southern politics after World War II changed the political
life not just of this distinctive region, but of the entire nation. Until now, the
critical shift in Southern political allegiance from Democratic to Republican has
been explained, by scholars and journalists, as a white backlash to the civil rights
revolution.

In this myth-shattering book, Byron Shafer and Richard Johnston refute that
view, one stretching all the way back to V. O. Key in his classic book Southern
Politics. The true story is instead one of dramatic class reversal, beginning in the
1950s and pulling everything else in its wake. Where once the poor voted
Republican and the rich Democrat, that pattern reversed, as economic
development became the engine of Republican gains. Racial desegregation, never
far from the heart of the story, often applied the brakes to these gains rather than
fueling them.

A book that is bound to shake up the study of Southern politics, this will also
become required reading for pundits and political strategists, for all those who
argue over what it takes to carry the South.
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The transformation of Southern politics after World War II changed the political life not just of this
distinctive region, but of the entire nation. Until now, the critical shift in Southern political allegiance from
Democratic to Republican has been explained, by scholars and journalists, as a white backlash to the civil
rights revolution.

In this myth-shattering book, Byron Shafer and Richard Johnston refute that view, one stretching all the way
back to V. O. Key in his classic book Southern Politics. The true story is instead one of dramatic class
reversal, beginning in the 1950s and pulling everything else in its wake. Where once the poor voted
Republican and the rich Democrat, that pattern reversed, as economic development became the engine of
Republican gains. Racial desegregation, never far from the heart of the story, often applied the brakes to
these gains rather than fueling them.

A book that is bound to shake up the study of Southern politics, this will also become required reading for
pundits and political strategists, for all those who argue over what it takes to carry the South.
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Editorial Review

Review
Political scientists, following one argument advanced in V.O. Key's 1948 classic Southern Politics, have
long declared that the increasing Republicanism of the American South was a response to racial issues. Now
Byron Shafer and Richard Johnston present a new view in The End of Southern Exceptionalism. Noting that
Key also argued that economics affected Southern politics, they use election and polling data to show that
the increasing Republicanism of the South has been primarily a response to the vast economic change in the
region since 1948. Their argument is convincing, and will be as important in assessing Southern politics as
Key's. (Michael Barone, Senior Writer, U.S. News & World Report, co-author of The Almanac of American
Politics 1972–2006, and author of Our Country: The Shaping of American from Roosevelt to Reagan)

Byron Shafer and Richard Johnston have broken new ground in the study of race and class in the post-war
South. Challenging orthodox analyses, Shafer and Johnston show the crucial importance of class, especially
the powerful role of economic elites, in driving the early movement toward the Republican Party. The End of
Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the Postwar South is essential reading, not
just for students of American politics, but for all those interested in the transformation of the most interesting
region of the country. (Thomas Byrne Edsall, Washington Post writer and co-author of Chain Reaction: The
Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics)

Enlightened opinion holds that the South is a racist, economic backwater where white backlash against the
Civil Rights movement replaced the Democratic "Solid South" with Republican dominance in the region.
Now Byron Shafer and Richard Johnston are challenging this enduring "myth." In The End of Southern
Exceptionalism, they convincingly argue that it wasn't the GOP playing the race card that spurred the rise of
Southern Republicans, but post-World War II economic development. (Robert Saldin New York Post 2006-
04-09)

Byron E. Shafer and Richard Johnston, challenge the notion of regional distinctiveness and the centrality of
race to Southern politics in their meticulous study, The End of Southern Exceptionalism. They scour reams of
electoral returns--this book is a sweet fix for political junkies--to challenge the theory that the Republican
Party is nothing more than the remnant of the old conservative Democratic Party. (David Turner News and
Observer 2006-05-28)

About the Author
Byron E. Shafer is Glenn B. and Cleone Orr Hawkins Chair of Political Science at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

Richard Johnston is Professor of Political Science at the University of British Columbia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Allen:

The e-book untitled The End of Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the Postwar



South is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The End of Southern
Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the Postwar South from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Jack Nguyen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
End of Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the Postwar South your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might
be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The End of Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and
Partisan Change in the Postwar South giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Susan Bannister:

This The End of Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the Postwar South is new
way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this The End of Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the Postwar
South can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Anthony Koch:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This guide The End of Southern Exceptionalism: Class, Race, and Partisan Change in the
Postwar South was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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