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In this book, Ilhan Inan questions the classical definition of curiosity as a desire
to know. Working in an area where epistemology and philosophy of language
overlap, Inan forges a link between our ability to become aware of our ignorance
and our linguistic aptitude to construct terms referring to things unknown.

The book introduces the notion of inostensible reference (or reference to the
unknown). Ilhan connects this notion to related concepts in philosophy of
language: knowledge by acquaintance and knowledge by description; the
referential and the attributive uses of definite descriptions; the de re/de dicto
distinction; and Kripke’s distinction between rigid and accidental designators.

Continuing with a discussion of the conditions for curiosity and its satisfaction,
Inan argues that the learning process?starting in curiosity and ending in
knowledge?is always an effort to transform our inostensible terms into ostensible
ones. A contextual account is adopted for the satisfaction of curiosity. It then
discusses the conditions of successful reference to the object of curiosity and its
presuppositions. The book concludes with a discussion on the limits of curiosity
and its satisfaction.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As the first book-length philosophical treatment of curiosity, this volume brings together epistemology and
philosophy of language to the benefit of both disciplines. It is tightly argued, informative, and very timely. It
will become standard reading on the topic." -- Dennis Whitcomb, Western Washington University, USA

About the Author

Ilhan Inan is a Professor of Philosophy at Bo?aziçi University, Turkey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Philosophy of
Curiosity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Virginia Carter:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Philosophy of
Curiosity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge Studies in
Contemporary Philosophy)is one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world within this book.

June Hargrove:

The actual book The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Philosophy of
Curiosity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) is much recommended to you you just read. You



can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jason Wahl:

The book untitled The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice read.
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