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The enchanting international bestseller with bonus back matter and a beautiful
new cover!

Two orphaned brothers, Prosper and Bo, have run away to Venice, where
crumbling canals and misty alleyways shelter a secret community of street
urchins. Leader of this motley crew of lost children is a clever, charming boy
with a dark history of his own: He calls himself the Thief Lord.

Propser and Bo relish their new "family" and life of petty crime. But their cruel
aunt and a bumbling detective are on their trail. And posing an even greater
threat to the boys' freedom is something from a forgotten past: a beautiful
magical treasure with the power to spin time itself.
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Two orphaned brothers, Prosper and Bo, have run away to Venice, where crumbling canals and misty
alleyways shelter a secret community of street urchins. Leader of this motley crew of lost children is a
clever, charming boy with a dark history of his own: He calls himself the Thief Lord.

Propser and Bo relish their new "family" and life of petty crime. But their cruel aunt and a bumbling
detective are on their trail. And posing an even greater threat to the boys' freedom is something from a
forgotten past: a beautiful magical treasure with the power to spin time itself.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Imagine a Dickens story with a Venetian setting, and you'll have a good sense of Cornelia Funke's
prizewinning novel The Thief Lord, first published in Germany in 2000. This suspenseful tale begins in a
detective's office in Venice, as the entirely unpleasant Hartliebs request Victor Getz's services to search for
two boys, Prosper and Bo, the sons of Esther Hartlieb's recently deceased sister. Twelve-year-old Prosper
and 5-year-old Bo ran away when their aunt decided she wanted to adopt Bo, but not his brother. Refusing to
split up, they escaped to Venice, a city their mother had always described reverently, in great detail. Right
away they hook up with a long-haired runaway named Hornet and various other ruffians who hole up in an
abandoned movie theater and worship the elusive Thief Lord, a young boy named Scipio who steals jewels
from fancy Venetian homes so his new friends can get the warm clothes they need. Of course, the plot
thickens when the owner of the pawn shop asks if the Thief Lord will carry out a special mission for a
wealthy client: to steal a broken wooden wing that is the key to completing an age-old, magical merry-go-
round. This winning cast of characters--especially the softhearted detective with his two pet turtles--will win
the hearts of readers young and old, and the adventures are as labyrinthine and magical as the streets of
Venice itself. (Ages 9 and older) --Karin Snelson

From Publishers Weekly
Wacky characters bring energy to this translation of an entertaining German novel about thieving children, a
disguise-obsessed detective and a magical merry-go-round. After their mother dies, 12-year-old Prosper and
his brother, Bo, five, flee from Hamburg to Venice (an awful aunt plans to adopt only Bo). They live in an
abandoned movie theater with several other street children under the care of the Thief Lord, a cocky youth
who claims to rob "the city's most elegant houses." A mysterious man hires the Thief Lord to steal a wooden
wing, which the kids later learn has broken off a long-lost merry-go-round said to make "adults out of
children and children out of adults," but the plan alters when Victor, the detective Aunt Esther hired to track
the brothers, discovers their camp and reveals that the Thief Lord is actually from a wealthy family. There
are a lot of story lines to follow, and the pacing is sometimes off (readers may feel that Funke spends too
little time on what happens when the children find the carousel, and too much on the ruse they pull on
Prosper's aunt). But between kindhearted Victor and his collection of fake beards, the Thief Lord in his mask
and high-heeled boots, and a rascally street kid who loves to steal, Prosper's new world abounds with
colorful characters. The Venetian setting is ripe for mystery and the city's alleys and canals ratchet up the
suspense in the chase scenes. Ages 9-12.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-8-A popular German author makes a strong English-language debut with this tale of a group of
orphaned and fugitive children trying to eke out a furtive existence on the watery "streets" of modern Venice.
Funke brings together a large but not indigestible array of adults and children, several of whom, thanks to a
bit of magic near the end, switch roles. To keep from being separated after their parents' death, young
Prosper spirits his little brother Boniface to fabled Venice, which their mother had always described as a
magical place. Quickly falling in with a trio of other orphans, presided over by Scipio, a masked lad who
styles himself a master thief, the children become embroiled in a complex set of captures, escapes,
squabbles, revelations, and subplots. At the end, they find not only an agreeable new home, but also literal
proof of their city's magical reputation, for on a nearby island, an ancient, fragile carousel is found that can
spin old people young, and vice versa. Funke delineates her characters and the changing textures of their
relationships with masterful subtlety, as well as sometimes-puckish humor. It's a compelling tale, rich in



ingenious twists, with a setting and cast that will linger in readers' memories.
John Peters, New York Public Library
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Meredith Daugherty:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Thief Lord can be great book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Douglas Ayer:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book The Thief Lord it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Eric Green:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Thief Lord can be the answer, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Joseph Franson:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book The Thief Lord. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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