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'Comrade September', a member of the ANC and its military wing, MK, was
abducted from his hideout in Swaziland by South African security forces in
August 1986 and taken across the border to South Africa, where he was
interrogated and tortured. It was not long before September began telling his
captors about his comrades in the ANC. By talking under torture, September
underwent changes that marked him for the rest of his life: from resister to
collaborator, insurgent to counter-insurgent, revolutionary to counter-
revolutionary and, to his former comrades, hero to traitor.

Askari is about these changes and about the larger, neglected history of betrayal
and collaboration in the struggle against apartheid. It seeks to understand why
men and women like September made the choices they did - collaborating
with his captors, turning against the ANC, and then hunting down their
comrades. It seeks rather to offer a history of the
the grey zones in which South Africans - combatants and non-combatants - lived,
rather than the black-and-white bifurcation that still dominates South Africa's
politics and society.

As the book demonstrates, September's acts of betrayal form but one layer in a
sedimentation of betrayals in which he was betrayed by the Swazi police and
may have been sold out to the Swazis and the South African security police by
his own comrades in the ANC.

This, then, is not a morality tale in which the lines between heroes and villains
are clearly drawn. The book does not claim that the competing sides in the fight
against apartheid were moral equivalents. It seeks to contribute to scholarly
attempts to elaborate a denser, richer and more nuanced account of South Africa's
modern political history. It does so by examining the history of political violence
in South Africa; by looking at the workings of an apartheid death squad in an
attempt to understand how the apartheid bureaucracy worked; and, more
importantly, by studying the social, moral and political universe in which
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'Comrade September', a member of the ANC and its military wing, MK, was abducted from his hideout in
Swaziland by South African security forces in August 1986 and taken across the border to South Africa,
where he was interrogated and tortured. It was not long before September began telling his captors about his
comrades in the ANC. By talking under torture, September underwent changes that marked him for the rest
of his life: from resister to collaborator, insurgent to counter-insurgent, revolutionary to counter-
revolutionary and, to his former comrades, hero to traitor.

Askari is about these changes and about the larger, neglected history of betrayal and collaboration in the
struggle against apartheid. It seeks to understand why men and women like September made the choices they
did - collaborating
with his captors, turning against the ANC, and then hunting down their comrades. It seeks rather to offer a
history of the
the grey zones in which South Africans - combatants and non-combatants - lived, rather than the black-and-
white bifurcation that still dominates South Africa's politics and society.

As the book demonstrates, September's acts of betrayal form but one layer in a sedimentation of betrayals in
which he was betrayed by the Swazi police and may have been sold out to the Swazis and the South African
security police by his own comrades in the ANC.

This, then, is not a morality tale in which the lines between heroes and villains are clearly drawn. The book
does not claim that the competing sides in the fight against apartheid were moral equivalents. It seeks to
contribute to scholarly attempts to elaborate a denser, richer and more nuanced account of South Africa's
modern political history. It does so by examining the history of political violence in South Africa; by looking
at the workings of an apartheid death squad in an attempt to understand how the apartheid bureaucracy
worked; and, more importantly, by studying the social, moral and political universe in which apartheid
collaborators like September lived and worked.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Askari is one of the most important, probing and virtuosic works of non-fiction published in South Africa
this decade. In ambition he is rivalled by only a handful of writers; in doggedness and audacity, even fewer.'-
-Nick Mulgrew, the Sunday Times (South Africa)

About the Author

Jacob Dlamini is one of South Africa's leading young intellectuals. He was recently awarded a PhD from
Yale University. He is now attached to the University of Barcelona. Previously he worked as a journalist and
was at one time the political editor of Business Day. His book Native Nostalgia (Jacana, 2009), about
growing up in the township of Katlehong on the Witwatersrand, has won great acclaim.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

The book Askari: A Story of Collaboration and Betrayal in the Anti-Apartheid Struggle gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Askari: A Story of Collaboration and Betrayal in the Anti-Apartheid Struggle for being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a guide Askari: A Story of Collaboration
and Betrayal in the Anti-Apartheid Struggle. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Tyler Emery:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Askari: A Story of Collaboration and Betrayal in the Anti-Apartheid
Struggle as your daily resource information.



Eric Beckman:

The reserve with title Askari: A Story of Collaboration and Betrayal in the Anti-Apartheid Struggle includes
a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Santos Ball:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Askari: A Story of Collaboration and Betrayal in the Anti-Apartheid
Struggle was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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