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In Creating Country Music, Richard Peterson traces the development of country
music and its institutionalization from Fiddlin' John Carson's pioneering
recordings in Atlanta in 1923 to the posthumous success of Hank Williams.
Peterson captures the free-wheeling entrepreneurial spirit of the era, detailing the
activities of the key promoters who sculpted the emerging country music scene.
More than just a history of the music and its performers, this book is the first to
explore what it means to be authentic within popular culture.

"[Peterson] restores to the music a sense of fun and diversity and possibility that
more naive fans (and performers) miss. Like Buck Owens, Peterson knows there
is no greater adventure or challenge than to 'act naturally.'"—Ken Emerson, Los
Angeles Times Book Review

"A triumphal history and theory of the country music industry between 1920 and
1953."—Robert Crowley, International Journal of Comparative Sociology

"One of the most important books ever written about a popular music
form."—Timothy White, Billboard Magazine
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In Creating Country Music, Richard Peterson traces the development of country music and its
institutionalization from Fiddlin' John Carson's pioneering recordings in Atlanta in 1923 to the posthumous
success of Hank Williams. Peterson captures the free-wheeling entrepreneurial spirit of the era, detailing the
activities of the key promoters who sculpted the emerging country music scene. More than just a history of
the music and its performers, this book is the first to explore what it means to be authentic within popular
culture.

"[Peterson] restores to the music a sense of fun and diversity and possibility that more naive fans (and
performers) miss. Like Buck Owens, Peterson knows there is no greater adventure or challenge than to 'act
naturally.'"—Ken Emerson, Los Angeles Times Book Review

"A triumphal history and theory of the country music industry between 1920 and 1953."—Robert Crowley,
International Journal of Comparative Sociology

"One of the most important books ever written about a popular music form."—Timothy White, Billboard
Magazine
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Editorial Review

From Kirkus Reviews
Though it tends to be a bit too pedantic and stilted, this ambitious study offers interesting insights into
America's most popular musical form. Peterson (Sociology/Vanderbilt Univ.) coopts postmodernist
vocabulary in his study of contemporary country music's ``authenticity''--such authenticity is, he claims, a
cultural and commercial fabrication based on the observation of previous generations of musicians and what
individual performers perceive as longterm trends rather than fads. Most interesting is Peterson's separation
of country music into ``hard core'' and ``soft shell'' subcategories. Hard-core performers play in a consistent
style, write confessional lyrics, and generally live a life that parallels their music. On the other hand, soft-
shell musicians, typified by the Grand Ole Opry's style, tended toward musicianship that transcended
country, often performing ballads that had been made popular by songwriters and musicians in other formats.
For Peterson, the hard-core strain--typified best by the legendary Hank Williams, whose death in 1953 marks
the end of the 30-year period that Peterson examines--is perhaps the most ``authentic,'' though his definitions
are purposefully slippery, and he certainly means no disrespect to the soft-shell performers (such as Kenny
Rogers and Tammy Wynette) to whom he gives attention in his study. Among the most interesting bits of
trivia that Peterson offers is that the term ``country'' displaced the more popular term ``folk'' largely due to
the efforts of Sen. Joseph McCarthy, whose interrogation of early 1950s folkie Pete Seeger slapped folk
music with a ``red'' label that country musicians sought to avoid. With his interesting and perhaps
controversial theories, as well as his exhaustive scholarship, Peterson is able to overcome his overly
scholarly style and produce an informative study. (illustrations, not seen) -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Jones:

With other case, little folks like to read book Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Edward Salazar:

The book Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Creating Country
Music: Fabricating Authenticity to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and
read a e-book Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity. Kinds of book are several. It means that,



science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Michael Hollinger:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity content conveys prospect easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Creating Country Music: Fabricating Authenticity is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

April Hanson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is
very important for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Creating Country Music: Fabricating
Authenticity can make you sense more interested to read.
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