
Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All
Ages (Children's Literature and Culture)

By Sandra L. Beckett

Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's Literature and
Culture) By Sandra L. Beckett

This book situates the picturebook genre within the widespread international
phenomenon of crossover literature, examining an international corpus of
picturebooks ? including artists’ books, wordless picturebooks, and celebrity
picturebooks ? that appeal to readers of all ages. Focusing on contemporary
picturebooks, Sandra Beckett shows that the picturebook has traditionally been
seen as a children’s genre, but in the eyes of many authors, illustrators, and
publishers, it is a narrative form that can address any and all age groups.
Innovative graphics and formats as well as the creative, often complex dialogue
between text and image provide multiple levels of meaning and invite readers of
all ages to consider texts that are primarily marketed as children’s books. The
interplay of text and image that distinguishes the picturebook from other forms of
fiction and makes it a unique art form also makes it the ultimate crossover genre.
Crossover picturebooks are often very complex texts that are challenging for
adults as well as children. Many are characterized by difficult "adult" themes,
genre blending, metafictive discourse, intertextuality, sophisticated graphics, and
complex text-image interplay. Exciting experiments with new formats and
techniques, as well as novel interactions with new media and technologies have
made the picturebook one of the most vibrant and innovative contemporary
literary genres, one that seems to know no boundaries. Crossover Picturebooks is
a valuable addition to the study of a genre that is gaining increasing recognition
and appreciation, and contributes significantly to the field of children’s literature
as a whole.
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This book situates the picturebook genre within the widespread international phenomenon of crossover
literature, examining an international corpus of picturebooks ? including artists’ books, wordless
picturebooks, and celebrity picturebooks ? that appeal to readers of all ages. Focusing on contemporary
picturebooks, Sandra Beckett shows that the picturebook has traditionally been seen as a children’s genre,
but in the eyes of many authors, illustrators, and publishers, it is a narrative form that can address any and all
age groups. Innovative graphics and formats as well as the creative, often complex dialogue between text and
image provide multiple levels of meaning and invite readers of all ages to consider texts that are primarily
marketed as children’s books. The interplay of text and image that distinguishes the picturebook from other
forms of fiction and makes it a unique art form also makes it the ultimate crossover genre. Crossover
picturebooks are often very complex texts that are challenging for adults as well as children. Many are
characterized by difficult "adult" themes, genre blending, metafictive discourse, intertextuality, sophisticated
graphics, and complex text-image interplay. Exciting experiments with new formats and techniques, as well
as novel interactions with new media and technologies have made the picturebook one of the most vibrant
and innovative contemporary literary genres, one that seems to know no boundaries. Crossover Picturebooks
is a valuable addition to the study of a genre that is gaining increasing recognition and appreciation, and
contributes significantly to the field of children’s literature as a whole.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sandra L. Beckett is Professor of French at Brock University. She is the author of Crossover Fiction:
Global and Historical Perspectives (Routledge, 2009), Red Riding Hood for All Ages: A Fairy Tale Icon in
Cross-Cultural Contexts (2008), Recycling Red Riding Hood (Routledge, 2002), and De grands romanciers
écrivent pour les enfants (1997). She is the editor of Transcending Boundaries: Writing for a Dual Audience
of Children and Adults (Routledge, 1999), and Reflections of Change: Children’s Literature Since 1945
(1997), and the co-editor of Beyond Babar: The European Tradition in Children’s Literature (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

The book Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's Literature and Culture) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a good thing like a book Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's Literature and Culture)?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for
All Ages (Children's Literature and Culture) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Heidi Fritz:

Here thing why that Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's Literature and Culture) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All
Ages (Children's Literature and Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no book that similar with Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages
(Children's Literature and Culture). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's
Literature and Culture) in e-book can be your alternative.



John Malcolm:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's
Literature and Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Major Talley:

The book untitled Crossover Picturebooks: A Genre for All Ages (Children's Literature and Culture) contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice examine.
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