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GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN'
That's what this book is about--the good times and the bad times. I wrote
this book to explain the world I come from. To a lot of people, I may be too
young to reflect on life. And they may be right. But I'd be wasting my
blessings if I didn't use the attention I'm getting to shed light on the
experiences that have caused me to say the things I say and make the kind of
music I make. I want to explain my environment to those who don't come
any closer to it than the records they buy or the images they see on
television. People want the truth. Even if they can't handle it, they want it. I
let you know that I survived nine bullets not to sell records, but because it's
the truth. Every time I sit down for an interview, I'm asked, "Well, 50, how
did it feel to get shot nine times?" But those stories don't hold the weight, the
pain, or the hope of my experience. It just can't. This is my mindset and
these are the things that go on. This is why I say the rhymes that I say. This
is what happened when I was trying to get rich before I died in Southside
Queens.
So begins From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens, a
violent and introspective memoir that reveals not only 50's story but the story of
a generation of youth faced with hard choices and very little options. A tale of
sacrifice, transformation and redemption, but it is also one of hope, determination
and the power of self. Told in 50's own unique voice, the narrative drips with the
raw insight, street wisdom, and his struggle to survive at all costs...and behold the
riches of the American Dream.
50 Cent has sold over 20 million records worldwide. His record-breaking debut
album Get Rich or Die Tryin' has sold over 12 million units worldwide, with the
largest debut in SoundScan history. While his sophomore effort, The Massacre,
sold over 1.14 million copies in its fi rst four days of release, he has since
become the fi rst artist to have four songs in the top ten of Billboard's Hot 100
since The Beatles in 1964.
His business empire includes: a record label (G-Unit Records, a division of
Interscope Records), apparel/footwear ventures (G-Unit Clothing and footwear,
joint ventures through the Ecko Clothing Company and Reebok, respectively),
vitamin water (Formula 50, through Glacéau's Vitamin Water), watch line (G-
Unit Watches, through Jacob & Co), and a video game (50 Cent: Bulletproof,
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through Vivendi Games). His future plans are to dominate the film and television
worlds through two new G-Unit ventures in film and television...and his most
prized project: the nonprofit organization The G-Unity Foundation, which aims
to better the life of urban youth.
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That's what this book is about--the good times and the bad times. I wrote this book to explain the
world I come from. To a lot of people, I may be too young to reflect on life. And they may be right. But
I'd be wasting my blessings if I didn't use the attention I'm getting to shed light on the experiences that
have caused me to say the things I say and make the kind of music I make. I want to explain my
environment to those who don't come any closer to it than the records they buy or the images they see
on television. People want the truth. Even if they can't handle it, they want it. I let you know that I
survived nine bullets not to sell records, but because it's the truth. Every time I sit down for an
interview, I'm asked, "Well, 50, how did it feel to get shot nine times?" But those stories don't hold the
weight, the pain, or the hope of my experience. It just can't. This is my mindset and these are the
things that go on. This is why I say the rhymes that I say. This is what happened when I was trying to
get rich before I died in Southside Queens.
So begins From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens, a violent and introspective
memoir that reveals not only 50's story but the story of a generation of youth faced with hard choices and
very little options. A tale of sacrifice, transformation and redemption, but it is also one of hope,
determination and the power of self. Told in 50's own unique voice, the narrative drips with the raw insight,
street wisdom, and his struggle to survive at all costs...and behold the riches of the American Dream.
50 Cent has sold over 20 million records worldwide. His record-breaking debut album Get Rich or Die Tryin'
has sold over 12 million units worldwide, with the largest debut in SoundScan history. While his sophomore
effort, The Massacre, sold over 1.14 million copies in its fi rst four days of release, he has since become the
fi rst artist to have four songs in the top ten of Billboard's Hot 100 since The Beatles in 1964.
His business empire includes: a record label (G-Unit Records, a division of Interscope Records),
apparel/footwear ventures (G-Unit Clothing and footwear, joint ventures through the Ecko Clothing
Company and Reebok, respectively), vitamin water (Formula 50, through Glacéau's Vitamin Water), watch
line (G-Unit Watches, through Jacob & Co), and a video game (50 Cent: Bulletproof, through Vivendi
Games). His future plans are to dominate the film and television worlds through two new G-Unit ventures in
film and television...and his most prized project: the nonprofit organization The G-Unity Foundation, which
aims to better the life of urban youth.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. The rap superstar known as 50 Cent was born Curtis James Jackson III in 1976. His mother,
a smalltime drug dealer, was murdered when he was eight, but that didn't stop him from pursuing her
profession. 50 Cent is unflinchingly honest about his mother, his drug past and just about everything else in
this raw, literate memoir chronicling his rise from Jamaica, Queens, to the top of the Billboard charts. In his
neighborhood, recalls 50 Cent, the only people with money were the drug dealers: "They were my role
models." By 11, he'd made his first sale. Over the next decade, 50 Cent evolved from a hustler selling
capsules of crack cocaine ("pieces") to a kingpin purchasing by the kilo ("weight"). With money came girls,
clothes, cars—and trouble. 50 Cent describes spraying bullets at rivals, outrunning police on his motorcycle
and waking up to a drug raid on his house. He avoided jail by serving time in a boot camp–style
incarceration center, which did nothing but turn him into a "stronger, meaner, and more focused criminal."
His big break into music came through a chance meeting with Jam Master Jay (of Run-DMC). Yet even
while trying to break into the business, 50 Cent couldn't leave his past behind, wearing bulletproof vests to
meetings with record executives and slipping back into the drug trade when his career didn't take off
immediately. Fans will discover the origins of 50 Cent's famous feud with Ja Rule; they'll also get more
details about the notorious 2000 shooting that left him with nine bullet holes in his body. Opinionated,
unrepentant and unabashedly self-promoting, 50 Cent's memoir celebrates the rapper's peculiar brand of the
American Dream (and the title of his breakthrough album): Get Rich or Die Tryin'.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Cool, hard, and vivid, a minor classic of a genre you might call gangster rap noir. No fluff here. 50 Cent
tells the story of his life...with a novelist's economy."
-- The New York Times

"50 Cent is unflinchingly honest...in this raw, literate memoir.... Opinionated, unrepentant, and unabashedly
self-promoting, [From Pieces to Weight] celebrates the rapper's peculiar brand of the American Dream."
-- Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"A gripping read."
-- Time Out New York

About the Author
50 Cent is a record-breaking rap recording artist, entrepreneur, music producer, and actor. His debut album,
Get Rich or Die Tryin', sold more than 12 million units worldwide, is certified eight times platinum, and was
the basis for the semi-autobiographical film of the same title, in which he starred. He is the first artist to have
four songs in the top ten of Billboard’s Hot 100 since the Beatles in 1964, and in 2012 he released his fifth
studio album. He published his memoir, the New York Times bestseller From Pieces to Weight, which was
hailed as “cool, hard, and vivid, a minor classic of gangster rap noir” (The New York Times). Under the G-
Unit brand, his business empire includes a record label, apparel and footwear ventures, vitamin water, and
more. He also created the nonprofit organization The G-Unity Foundation, which aims to better the life of
urban youth. Learn more at 50cent.com.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary York:

This From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens are usually reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason of this From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in
Southside Queens can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in
Southside Queens forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bella Singer:

The reason? Because this From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Donna Bohannon:

This From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world in
ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Bonnie Gallup:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book From Pieces to Weight: Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens we can acquire more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best



book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book From Pieces to Weight:
Once Upon a Time in Southside Queens. You can more appealing than now.
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