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This is a remarkable work of scholarship which shows how Kashmir s modern
Muslim identity came into existence. In doing this, it demonstrates the complex
manner in which politics can enforce the creation of religious identity. Kashmir
is a hotbed of religious politics. Disputed between India and Pakistan, this
territory comprises a large majority of Muslims who are subject to the laws of a
predominantly Hindu and increasingly hinduised India. How did religion and
politics become so inextricably enmeshed in defining and expressing the protest
of Kashmir s Muslims against Hindu rule? This book is a brilliant historical study
of this central issue in the troubled politics of South Asia s most picturesque and
most volatile province. Mridu Rai argues that the origins of present political
conditions and problems lie in the hundred-year period preceding the creation of
India and Pakistan, when Kashmir was ruled by a succession of Hindu Dogra
kings. The Dogras wielded power under the aegis of British imperialism, and the
collusion of colonial state and collaborating vassals played no small part in
shaping a decisively Hindu sovereignty over a subject Muslim populace. This
sovereignty took a novel political form in Kashmir. It was characterized by an
unprecedented degree of control by rulers intent on establishing and legitimizing
their authority via Hindu forms of patronage, tradition, ritual, and related
strategies. The region s Muslims, unlike its Hindus, were left out of the power-
sharing arrangements not simply because of their religion but because, as
Muslims, they became irrelevant to the legitimizing devices installed by the
Hindu Dogras and their British overlords. Therefore, the protest of Kashmiri
Muslims historically represents not so much a defense of Islam as a defence of
their rights by a community defined specifically as Muslims by an explicitly
Hindu ruling hierarchy. This explains the development of a consciousness among
Kashmiri Muslims of religiously-based neglect, as well as the emergence of their
ongoing political protest. Everyone interested in Kashmir and its history will
want this book, as will those who study religion, politics, legal rights, and
community identities.
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This is a remarkable work of scholarship which shows how Kashmir s modern Muslim identity came into
existence. In doing this, it demonstrates the complex manner in which politics can enforce the creation of
religious identity. Kashmir is a hotbed of religious politics. Disputed between India and Pakistan, this
territory comprises a large majority of Muslims who are subject to the laws of a predominantly Hindu and
increasingly hinduised India. How did religion and politics become so inextricably enmeshed in defining and
expressing the protest of Kashmir s Muslims against Hindu rule? This book is a brilliant historical study of
this central issue in the troubled politics of South Asia s most picturesque and most volatile province. Mridu
Rai argues that the origins of present political conditions and problems lie in the hundred-year period
preceding the creation of India and Pakistan, when Kashmir was ruled by a succession of Hindu Dogra kings.
The Dogras wielded power under the aegis of British imperialism, and the collusion of colonial state and
collaborating vassals played no small part in shaping a decisively Hindu sovereignty over a subject Muslim
populace. This sovereignty took a novel political form in Kashmir. It was characterized by an unprecedented
degree of control by rulers intent on establishing and legitimizing their authority via Hindu forms of
patronage, tradition, ritual, and related strategies. The region s Muslims, unlike its Hindus, were left out of
the power-sharing arrangements not simply because of their religion but because, as Muslims, they became
irrelevant to the legitimizing devices installed by the Hindu Dogras and their British overlords. Therefore,
the protest of Kashmiri Muslims historically represents not so much a defense of Islam as a defence of their
rights by a community defined specifically as Muslims by an explicitly Hindu ruling hierarchy. This explains
the development of a consciousness among Kashmiri Muslims of religiously-based neglect, as well as the
emergence of their ongoing political protest. Everyone interested in Kashmir and its history will want this
book, as will those who study religion, politics, legal rights, and community identities.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Mridu Rai did her BA at Miranda House, Delhi University and her MA at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi. Her Ph.D. was from Columbia University. She teaches History at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam, Rights and the History of Kashmir your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get previous to. The Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam, Rights and the History of
Kashmir giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Joaquin Hogan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam,
Rights and the History of Kashmir e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam, Rights and the History of Kashmir as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Steven Perez:

This Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam, Rights and the History of Kashmir is completely new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam, Rights and the History of Kashmir can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,



don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Vickie Kay:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subject: Islam, Rights and the History of Kashmir can make
you feel more interested to read.
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