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‘Thisvolumeisagem. Written by two expertsin modern French theater,
whose stated objectiveisto render the complexity of Genet'swork
exhilarating rather than intimidating, the book bearswitnesstothe
continued palitical relevance and artistic power of one of the most
controversial and influential authors of the 20th century.” — CHOICE
Outstanding Academic Title for 2012

Jean Genet’ s significance within twentieth-century theatre has long been
understated. Thistimely book, the only introductory text in English to Genet’s
plays in production, presents an overview of an influential and controversial
writer whose work prefigured many recent postmodern and post-colonial
developmentsin theatre and performance studies.

The volume offers philosophical, historical, political and aesthetic readings of
Genet’ s playsin order to render the complexity of histheatre exhilarating, rather
than intimidating. It goes on to explore ways in which different directors,
designers and actors have approached his writing. A spectrum of productions
spanning 60 years, from 1947 to 2007, illustrates the sheer range of theatrical
stylesthat Genet’ s textsinspire.

Reflecting on his early life and later political activism aswell as the key plays,
David Bradby and Clare Finburgh provide a comprehensive discussion of a
playwright and theorist whose work caused riotsin France, and whose writing
represents a unique synthesis of life and art.
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‘Thisvolumeisagem. Written by two expertsin modern French theater, whose stated objectiveisto
render the complexity of Genet'swork exhilarating rather than intimidating, the book bearswitnessto
the continued political relevance and artistic power of one of the most controversial and influential
author s of the 20th century.” — CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title for 2012

Jean Genet’ s significance within twentieth-century theatre has long been understated. This timely book, the
only introductory text in English to Genet’ s playsin production, presents an overview of an influential and
controversial writer whose work prefigured many recent postmodern and post-colonial developmentsin
theatre and performance studies.

The volume offers philosophical, historical, political and aesthetic readings of Genet’s playsin order to
render the complexity of histheatre exhilarating, rather than intimidating. It goes on to explore waysin
which different directors, designers and actors have approached hiswriting. A spectrum of productions
spanning 60 years, from 1947 to 2007, illustrates the sheer range of theatrical stylesthat Genet’ stexts
inspire.

Reflecting on his early life and later political activism aswell asthe key plays, David Bradby and Clare
Finburgh provide a comprehensive discussion of a playwright and theorist whose work caused riotsin
France, and whose writing represents a unique synthesis of life and art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisvolumeisagem. Written by two expertsin modern French theater, whose stated objectiveisto
render the complexity of Genet'swork exhilarating rather than intimidating, the book is neatly
organized into two equally important parts. Thefirst provides an overview of Genet'slifeand politics
along with a concise reading of the philosophical, historical, and aesthetic implications of six
masterworks. The Maids, Deathwatch, Splendid, The Balcony, The Blacks, and The Screens. The second
focuses on the remarkable range of stylesthat Genet'stextsinspire and the multiple waysin which
directors, designers, and actor s haveinfused lifeinto his plays over the past 60 years. Finburgh (Univ.
of Essex, UK) and the much-missed Bradby (a pioneer of performance studieswho died in 2011) delve
into more than 20 groundbreaking productions, from Louis Jouvet's naturalist staging of The Maids
(1947) to Ultz and Excalibah's hip-hop, slam-poetry remix of The Blacks (2007). Together with
Edmund White's magnificent Genet: A Biography (CH, Mar'94, 31-3682), this short but
comprehensive treatment bear switnessto the continued political relevance and artistic power of one
of the most controversial and influential author s of the 20th century. Summing Up: Essential.' C.B.
Kerr, CHOICE

About the Author

David Bradby was Emeritus Professor of Drama and Theatre Studies at Royal Holloway. He wasthe UK’s
leading specialist in modern French theatre, writing several seminal works on the subject, including Le
Théatre en France (2007) and Modern French Drama (1984, 1991). He was also a prolific translator of
French dramatists, including Michel Vinaver and Bernard-Marie Kolteés.

Clare Finburgh is Senior Lecturer in Modern Drama at the University of Essex. She has co-edited Genet:
Performance and Palitics (with Carl Lavery and Maria Shevtsova, 2006) and Contemporary French Theatre
and Performance (with Carl Lavery, 2011). She has published many articles on Genet, and arange of
contemporary French and Francophone theatre-makers including Valére Novarina, Noélle Renaude and
Kateb Yacine.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dianne Tripp:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, itisright. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Jean Genet (Routledge Modern
and Contemporary Dramatists) to read.



Frank Anderson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This Jean Genet (Routledge Modern and Contemporary Dramatists) book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer regarding Jean Genet (Routledge Modern and Contemporary Dramatists) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different available asit. So, do you even now thinking Jean Genet (Routledge Modern and
Contemporary Dramatists) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Julie Boyle:

The experience that you get from Jean Genet (Routledge Modern and Contemporary Dramatists) is amore
deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Jean Genet (Routledge Modern and Contemporary
Dramatists) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Jean Genet (Routledge
Modern and Contemporary Dramatists) instantly.

Alta Favors:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Jean Genet (Routledge Modern and Contemporary Dramatists) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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