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This book presents a new approach to the epistemology of mathematics by
viewing mathematics as a human activity whose knowledge is intimately linked
with practice. Charting an exciting new direction in the philosophy of
mathematics, José Ferreirós uses the crucial idea of a continuum to provide an
account of the development of mathematical knowledge that reflects the actual
experience of doing math and makes sense of the perceived objectivity of
mathematical results.

Describing a historically oriented, agent-based philosophy of mathematics,
Ferreirós shows how the mathematical tradition evolved from Euclidean
geometry to the real numbers and set-theoretic structures. He argues for the need
to take into account a whole web of mathematical and other practices that are
learned and linked by agents, and whose interplay acts as a constraint. Ferreirós
demonstrates how advanced mathematics, far from being a priori, is based on
hypotheses, in contrast to elementary math, which has strong cognitive and
practical roots and therefore enjoys certainty.

Offering a wealth of philosophical and historical insights, Mathematical
Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices challenges us to rethink some of our
most basic assumptions about mathematics, its objectivity, and its relationship to
culture and science.
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This book presents a new approach to the epistemology of mathematics by viewing mathematics as a human
activity whose knowledge is intimately linked with practice. Charting an exciting new direction in the
philosophy of mathematics, José Ferreirós uses the crucial idea of a continuum to provide an account of the
development of mathematical knowledge that reflects the actual experience of doing math and makes sense
of the perceived objectivity of mathematical results.

Describing a historically oriented, agent-based philosophy of mathematics, Ferreirós shows how the
mathematical tradition evolved from Euclidean geometry to the real numbers and set-theoretic structures. He
argues for the need to take into account a whole web of mathematical and other practices that are learned and
linked by agents, and whose interplay acts as a constraint. Ferreirós demonstrates how advanced
mathematics, far from being a priori, is based on hypotheses, in contrast to elementary math, which has
strong cognitive and practical roots and therefore enjoys certainty.

Offering a wealth of philosophical and historical insights, Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of
Practices challenges us to rethink some of our most basic assumptions about mathematics, its objectivity,
and its relationship to culture and science.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Both philosophers and mathematicians can find ample food for thought in this study."--Choice

"Ferreirós has published a fascinating book which consists of an impressive combination of thought-
provoking philosophical ideas and mathematical material. As such, it can be interesting for philosophers of
mathematics, mathematicians, and other people interested in the topics of mathematical knowledge and
mathematical practice."--Joachim Frans, MathScieNet

From the Back Cover

"Ferreirós presents a new fusion of philosophical and mathematical ideas that is thought provoking and
original. This book is obviously the product of great and conscientious scholarship."--John Stillwell,
University of San Francisco

"Ferreirós addresses the philosophy of mathematics from an important and original perspective. He engages
with many fascinating topics in the history of mathematics along the way, and his book is exceptionally well
documented with references to the secondary literature."--Jamie Tappenden, University of Michigan

About the Author
José Ferreirós is professor of logic and philosophy of science at the University of Seville in Spain. He is the
author of Labyrinth of Thought: A History of Set Theory and Its Role in Modern Mathematics and the
coeditor of The Architecture of Modern Mathematics: Essays in History and Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randall Hernandez:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of
Practices. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Amado Spieker:

The book Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices? Wide variety you have a different opinion about



guide. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Elliott Preciado:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior
to. The Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices giving you another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Christine Flint:

The book untitled Mathematical Knowledge and the Interplay of Practices contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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