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Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque is the first work to link
the study of metatheater with the concepts of baroque and neobaroque. Arguing
that the onset of European modernity in the early seventeenth century and both
the modernist and the postmodernist periods of the twentieth century witnessed a
flourishing of the phenomenon of theater that reflects on itself as theater, the
author reexamines the concepts of metatheater, baroque, and neobaroque through
a pairing and close analysis of seventeenth and twentieth century plays. The
comparisons include Jean Rotrou’s The True Saint Genesius with Jean-Paul
Sartre’s Kean and Jean Genet’s The Blacks; Pierre Corneille’s L’Illusion comique
with Tony Kushner’s The Illusion; Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s The Impresario with
Luigi Pirandello’s theater-in-theater trilogy; Shakespeare’s Hamlet with
Pirandello’s Henry IV and Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead; Molière’s Impromptu de Versailles with “impromptus” by Jean Cocteau,
Jean Giraudoux, and Eugène Ionesco. Metatheater and Modernity also examines
the role of technology in the creating and breaking of illusions in both centuries.
In contrast to previous work on metatheater, it emphasizes the metatheatrical role
of comedy. Metatheater, the author concludes, is both performance and
performative: it accomplishes a perceptual transformation in its audience both by
defending theater and exposing the illusory quality of the world outside.
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Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque is the first work to link the study of metatheater with
the concepts of baroque and neobaroque. Arguing that the onset of European modernity in the early
seventeenth century and both the modernist and the postmodernist periods of the twentieth century witnessed
a flourishing of the phenomenon of theater that reflects on itself as theater, the author reexamines the
concepts of metatheater, baroque, and neobaroque through a pairing and close analysis of seventeenth and
twentieth century plays. The comparisons include Jean Rotrou’s The True Saint Genesius with Jean-Paul
Sartre’s Kean and Jean Genet’s The Blacks; Pierre Corneille’s L’Illusion comique with Tony Kushner’s The
Illusion; Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s The Impresario with Luigi Pirandello’s theater-in-theater trilogy;
Shakespeare’s Hamlet with Pirandello’s Henry IV and Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead; Molière’s Impromptu de Versailles with “impromptus” by Jean Cocteau, Jean Giraudoux, and Eugène
Ionesco. Metatheater and Modernity also examines the role of technology in the creating and breaking of
illusions in both centuries. In contrast to previous work on metatheater, it emphasizes the metatheatrical role
of comedy. Metatheater, the author concludes, is both performance and performative: it accomplishes a
perceptual transformation in its audience both by defending theater and exposing the illusory quality of the
world outside.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

The event that you get from Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque instantly.

Richard Eby:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque.

Melinda Walton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and
Neobaroque guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Metatheater and Modernity:
Baroque and Neobaroque as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.



Carol Stripling:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Metatheater and Modernity: Baroque and Neobaroque was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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