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Charlotte Salomon's (1917-43) fantastical autobiography, Life? or Theater?,
consists of 769 sequenced gouache paintings, through which the artist imagined
the circumstances of the eight suicides in her family, all but one of them women.
But Salomon's focus on suicide was not merely a familial idiosyncrasy. Nothing
Happened argues that the social history of early-twentieth-century Germany has
elided an important cultural and social phenomenon by not including the story of
German Jewish women and suicide. This absence in social history mirrors an
even larger gap in the intellectual history of deeply gendered suicide studies that
have reproduced the notion of women's suicide as a rarity in history. Nothing
Happened is a historiographic intervention that operates in conversation and in
tension with contemporary theory about trauma and the reconstruction of
emotion in history.
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Charlotte Salomon's (1917-43) fantastical autobiography, Life? or Theater?, consists of 769 sequenced
gouache paintings, through which the artist imagined the circumstances of the eight suicides in her family,
all but one of them women. But Salomon's focus on suicide was not merely a familial idiosyncrasy. Nothing
Happened argues that the social history of early-twentieth-century Germany has elided an important cultural
and social phenomenon by not including the story of German Jewish women and suicide. This absence in
social history mirrors an even larger gap in the intellectual history of deeply gendered suicide studies that
have reproduced the notion of women's suicide as a rarity in history. Nothing Happened is a historiographic
intervention that operates in conversation and in tension with contemporary theory about trauma and the
reconstruction of emotion in history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Darcy C. Buerkle is Associate Professor of History at Smith College. In 2011–12 she held the Walter
Benjamin Chair in German Jewish History and Culture at Humboldt University–Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Rodrigue:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of
Suicide (Michigan Studies in Comparative Jewish Cultures) has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in Comparative
Jewish Cultures) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with the book Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in
Comparative Jewish Cultures). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Gabriel Reed:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in
Comparative Jewish Cultures) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and
an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in Comparative Jewish Cultures) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you still thinking Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide
(Michigan Studies in Comparative Jewish Cultures) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jessie Loudermilk:

This book untitled Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in
Comparative Jewish Cultures) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you



to past this publication from your list.

Curt Stewart:

Beside this specific Nothing Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in
Comparative Jewish Cultures) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Nothing
Happened: Charlotte Salomon and an Archive of Suicide (Michigan Studies in Comparative Jewish Cultures)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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