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If you’re sick of all the ways you’ve tried to bring about change in your
marriage?the silent treatment, nagging, one-way discussions, or pleading?it’s
time to set aside those broken methods for a Christ-based approach. This book
demonstrates how women can inspire, influence, and help their husbands move
in positive directions. Replacing your plan of action with God’s leads to a marital
transformation where both partners are moving in sync, the way God intended.
Gary Thomas draws concepts from his bestseller, Sacred Marriage, and outlines
practical applications you can start using today. He also shows how marriages
were transformed through these methods employed by real-life women. In these
pages, you’ll also find a fresh perspective to help you understand your husband:
the view of the marriage relationship through a man’s eyes. Thomas gives you
insider information on how men think, feel, and can truly be motivated.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
If you're sick of all the ways you've tried to bring about change in your marriage---the silent treatment,
nagging, one-way discussions, or pleading---it's time to set aside those broken methods for a Christ-based
approach. This book demonstrates how women can inspire, influence, and help their husbands move in
positive directions. Replacing your plan of action with God's leads to a marital transformation where both
partners are moving in sync, the way God intended. Gary Thomas draws concepts from his bestseller, Sacred
Marriage, and outlines practical applications you can start using today. He also shows how marriages were
transformed through these methods employed by real-life women. In these pages, you'll also find a fresh
perspective to help you understand your husband: the view of the marriage relationship through a man's eyes.
Thomas gives you insider information on how men think, feel, and can truly be motivated.
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Gary Thomas is writer-in-residence (and serves on the teaching team) at Second Baptist Church, Houston,
Texas and author of 18 books that have sold over a million copies worldwide and have been translated into a
dozen languages. He and his wife Lisa have been married for 30 years.
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Please send your comments about this book to us in care of zreview@zondervan.com. Thank you. Part 1
Your Marriage Makeover Begins with You Chapter 1 The Glory of a Godly Woman Understanding Who
You Are in Christ I laughed out loud when I saw it. While waiting in line at a grocery store, I read the cover
of a leading women's magazine and just had to write down the title of one of its articles: 'Why so many
smart, good women put up with snarly, dreadful men.' You know what made me laugh? I can't even imagine
a leading men's magazine --- say, GQ or Esquire --- with an article titled 'Why so many honorable, decent
men put up with conniving, manipulative women.' It would never happen. Nor will you ever see books titled
Men Who Love Too Much or The Men-Haters and the Men Who Love Them. There's a good reason for this.



Historically, neurologically, socially, and even biblically, I believe one can make the case that women tend
to be more invested in their relationships and marriages than are men. As my friend Dr. Melody Rhode, a
psychologist and marriage and family therapist, puts it, 'Women are bent to their husbands; we just are.' This
reality has its roots in the very first family. Back in Genesis 3, following the fall, God tells Eve, 'Your desire
will be for your husband' (verse 16). Respected Old Testament commentators Keil and Delitzsch suggest that
the Hebrew language here evokes a 'desire bordering on disease.'1 It comes from a root word connoting a
'violent craving' for something. Some women exhibit more of this than others. I recently listened to a talk
program in which a woman described how her husband had carried on a secret affair for more than four
years. The husband had acted cruelly on many fronts. He had introduced his mistress to his wife, for
example, and in his wife's absence he had brought the mistress home. In fact, he even took his mistress into
his wife's bed. The illicit relationship ended only when the mistress died. But do you know what most
surprised me about the call? The wife seemed more concerned about losing this despicable man than she did
about facing a life without him! Even though he had disrespected her as deeply as possible, trampled on their
marital intimacy, and offended their marriage bed, she felt more afraid of waking up without him than of
waking up next to him. In fact, she really wanted to find out more about the mistress! What did she look
like? What kind of personality did she have? What did her husband see in her? Contrast this with a recent
question-and-answer article in Sports Illustrated, in which a number of professional male athletes were asked
if they would ever take back a 'runaway bride,' a woman who left them at the altar and embarrassed them in
front of their family and friends. Not a single athlete said he would. One of the men responded so
vehemently and colorfully that I can't even print his answer in this book. Why the discrepancy? In some
cases, it may indeed be that women are more spiritually and emotionally mature, willing to forgive for the
sake of the family and larger considerations. But in other cases, it might be less noble than that. Some
women never rise above a sinful propensity to define themselves according to their likability --- or
acceptance --- by men. Unfortunately, some men seem to have an ultrasensitive spiritual radar that picks up
on this. They somehow intuit a woman's spiritual neediness and will exploit it for their own ends. Because of
Christ's work and the conquering power of the Holy Spirit, however, Christian women can be set free from
such psychological dependency and destruction. Listen to a passage from 1 Corinthians 7, as rendered by
Eugene Peterson in The Message: 'And don't be wishing you were someplace else or with someone else.
Where you are right now is God's place for you. Live and obey and love and believe right there. God, not
your marital status, defines your life' (verse 17). Did you catch that last line? God, not your marital status,
defines your life. Is this true of you? The more it is, the more success you will have in moving your man,
because weak women usually forfeit their influence. Look at this from a very practical perspective: do you
care much about what a person for whom you have little respect thinks of you? Probably not. So then, how is
such a person going to influence you? When their opinion doesn't matter, they may communicate clearly,
honestly, and practically --- but you're still not going to listen to them. In the same way, if your husband
doesn't respect you, if you have sinfully put his acceptance of you over your identity as a daughter of God,
then how will you ever influence him for the better? Now let's put a positive spin on this. If someone you
really respect, greatly admire, and enjoy spending time with comes to you with a concern, aren't you going to
give their words extra thought? Aren't you at least going to consider that they may have a point, and that you
need to pay attention? Of course you are. This explains why the type of woman who moves her man is a
woman who also impresses her man. I heard one husband gush about his wife's business acumen, while
another raved about his wife's intelligence. Yet a third man went on and on about his wife's spiritual maturity
and her ability to understand the Bible.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Chris Gibbons:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Sacred Influence: How God Uses Wives to Shape the Souls
of Their Husbands. Try to face the book Sacred Influence: How God Uses Wives to Shape the Souls of Their
Husbands as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Anita Cannon:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Sacred
Influence: How God Uses Wives to Shape the Souls of Their Husbands.

Thomas Daniels:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Sacred Influence: How God Uses Wives to
Shape the Souls of Their Husbands guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Sacred
Influence: How God Uses Wives to Shape the Souls of Their Husbands as good book not simply by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Wilma Tovar:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Sacred Influence: How God Uses
Wives to Shape the Souls of Their Husbands which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.
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