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When he died in 2004, Jacques Derrida left behind a vast legacy of unpublished
material, much of it in the form of written lectures. With The Beast and the
Sovereign, Volume 1, the University of Chicago Press inaugurates an ambitious
series, edited by Geoffrey Bennington and Peggy Kamuf, translating these
important works into English.

The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume 1 launches the series with Derrida’s
exploration of the persistent association of bestiality or animality with
sovereignty. In this seminar from 2001–2002, Derrida continues his
deconstruction of the traditional determinations of the human. The beast and the
sovereign are connected, he contends, because neither animals nor kings are
subject to the law—the sovereign stands above it, while the beast falls outside the
law from below. He then traces this association through an astonishing array of
texts, including La Fontaine’s fable “The Wolf and the Lamb,” Hobbes’s biblical
sea monster in Leviathan, D. H. Lawrence’s poem “Snake,” Machiavelli’s Prince
with its elaborate comparison of princes and foxes, a historical account of Louis
XIV attending an elephant autopsy, and Rousseau’s evocation of werewolves in
The Social Contract.

Deleuze, Lacan, and Agamben also come into critical play as Derrida focuses in
on questions of force, right, justice, and philosophical interpretations of the limits
between man and animal.
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When he died in 2004, Jacques Derrida left behind a vast legacy of unpublished material, much of it in the
form of written lectures. With The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume 1, the University of Chicago Press
inaugurates an ambitious series, edited by Geoffrey Bennington and Peggy Kamuf, translating these
important works into English.

The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume 1 launches the series with Derrida’s exploration of the persistent
association of bestiality or animality with sovereignty. In this seminar from 2001–2002, Derrida continues
his deconstruction of the traditional determinations of the human. The beast and the sovereign are connected,
he contends, because neither animals nor kings are subject to the law—the sovereign stands above it, while
the beast falls outside the law from below. He then traces this association through an astonishing array of
texts, including La Fontaine’s fable “The Wolf and the Lamb,” Hobbes’s biblical sea monster in Leviathan,
D. H. Lawrence’s poem “Snake,” Machiavelli’s Prince with its elaborate comparison of princes and foxes, a
historical account of Louis XIV attending an elephant autopsy, and Rousseau’s evocation of werewolves in
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Deleuze, Lacan, and Agamben also come into critical play as Derrida focuses in on questions of force, right,
justice, and philosophical interpretations of the limits between man and animal.
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Editorial Review

Review

“What this first volume . . . provides beyond its treatment of the fascinatingly intricate literary and
philosophical motifs of bestiality and sovereignty is a vivid attestation to the experience of Derrida as a
teacher—the quality of his attention, the tone and rhythm of his voice, his means of sparking his students
capacities’ to read and think.”

(Times Literary Supplement)

“This superb translation of 13 previously unpublished lectures by Derrida is the first in a remarkable project.
. . . What Derrida accomplishes in this, his final seminar, is remarkable because it goes to the very heart of
his lifelong project of deconstructing the logocentric bias of Western thinking."

(Choice)

About the Author

Jacques Derrida (1930–2004) was director of studies at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales,
Paris, and professor of humanities at the University of California, Irvine. He is the author of many books
published by the University of Chicago Press. Geoffrey Bennington is the Asa G. Candler Professor of
Modern French Thought at Emory University and the author of numerous works, including Interrupting
Derrida.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume I: Volume 1 (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume I: Volume 1 (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Leslie Babcock:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is



just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume I: Volume 1
(The Seminars of Jacques Derrida). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Guadalupe Marshall:

You can get this The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume I: Volume 1 (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Nancy Williams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume
I: Volume 1 (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) as well as others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge.
In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Beast and the Sovereign, Volume I:
Volume 1 (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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