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    Texas, for years, was a one-party state controlled by white democrats. In 1962,
a young eighteen-year-old heard the first rumblings of Chicano community
organization in the barrios of Cristal. The rumor in the town was that five
Mexican Americans were going to run for all five seats on the city council. But
first, poor citizens had to find a way to pay the $1.75 poll tax. Money had to be
raised—through bake sales of tamales, cake walks, and dances. So began the
political activism of José Angel Gutiérrez.
    Gutiérrez's autobiography, The Making of a Chicano Militant, is the first
insider's view of the important political and social events within the Mexican
American communities in South Texas during the 1960s and 1970s. A
controversial and dynamic political figure during the height of the Chicano
movement, Gutiérrez offers an absorbing personal account of his life at the
forefront of the Mexican-American civil rights movement—first as a Chicano
and then as a militant.
    Gutiérrez traces the racial, ethnic, economic, and social prejudices facing
Chicanos with powerful scenes from his own life: his first summer job as a
tortilla maker at the age of eleven, his racially motivated kidnapping as a
teenager, and his coming of age in the face of discrimination as a radical
organizer in college and graduate school. When Gutiérrez finally returned to
Cristal, he helped form the Mexican American Youth Organization and,
subsequently the Raza Unida Party to confront issues of ethnic intolerance in his
community. His story is soon to be a classic in the developing literature of
Mexican American leaders.
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    Texas, for years, was a one-party state controlled by white democrats. In 1962, a young eighteen-year-old
heard the first rumblings of Chicano community organization in the barrios of Cristal. The rumor in the town
was that five Mexican Americans were going to run for all five seats on the city council. But first, poor
citizens had to find a way to pay the $1.75 poll tax. Money had to be raised—through bake sales of tamales,
cake walks, and dances. So began the political activism of José Angel Gutiérrez.
    Gutiérrez's autobiography, The Making of a Chicano Militant, is the first insider's view of the important
political and social events within the Mexican American communities in South Texas during the 1960s and
1970s. A controversial and dynamic political figure during the height of the Chicano movement, Gutiérrez
offers an absorbing personal account of his life at the forefront of the Mexican-American civil rights
movement—first as a Chicano and then as a militant.
    Gutiérrez traces the racial, ethnic, economic, and social prejudices facing Chicanos with powerful scenes
from his own life: his first summer job as a tortilla maker at the age of eleven, his racially motivated
kidnapping as a teenager, and his coming of age in the face of discrimination as a radical organizer in college
and graduate school. When Gutiérrez finally returned to Cristal, he helped form the Mexican American
Youth Organization and, subsequently the Raza Unida Party to confront issues of ethnic intolerance in his
community. His story is soon to be a classic in the developing literature of Mexican American leaders.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

The book The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great
thing like a book The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Sullivan:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is simple to develop you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Aurelio Ashley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Homer Gardner:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not



a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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