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This fascinating study examines the rise of American molecular biology to
disciplinary dominance, focusing on the period between 1930 and the elucidation
of DNA structure in the mid 1950s. Research undertaken during this period, with
its focus on genetic structure and function, endowed scientists with then
unprecedented power over life. By viewing the new biology as both a scientific
and cultural enterprise, Lily E. Kay shows that the growth of molecular biology
was a result of systematic efforts by key scientists and their sponsors to direct the
development of biological research toward a shared vision of science and society.
She analyzes the motivations and mechanisms empowering this vision by
focusing on two key institutions: Caltech and its sponsor, the Rockefeller
Foundation. Her study explores a number of vital, sometimes controversial
topics, among them the role of private power centers in shaping scientific agenda,
and the political dimensions of "pure" research. It also advances a sobering
argument: the cognitive and social groundwork for genetic engineering and
human genome projects was laid by the American architects of molecular
biology during these early decades of the project. This book will be of interest to
molecular biologists, historians, sociologists, and the general reader alike.
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This fascinating study examines the rise of American molecular biology to disciplinary dominance, focusing
on the period between 1930 and the elucidation of DNA structure in the mid 1950s. Research undertaken
during this period, with its focus on genetic structure and function, endowed scientists with then
unprecedented power over life. By viewing the new biology as both a scientific and cultural enterprise, Lily
E. Kay shows that the growth of molecular biology was a result of systematic efforts by key scientists and
their sponsors to direct the development of biological research toward a shared vision of science and society.
She analyzes the motivations and mechanisms empowering this vision by focusing on two key institutions:
Caltech and its sponsor, the Rockefeller Foundation. Her study explores a number of vital, sometimes
controversial topics, among them the role of private power centers in shaping scientific agenda, and the
political dimensions of "pure" research. It also advances a sobering argument: the cognitive and social
groundwork for genetic engineering and human genome projects was laid by the American architects of
molecular biology during these early decades of the project. This book will be of interest to molecular
biologists, historians, sociologists, and the general reader alike.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Kay's] description of the establishment of this biology and her analysis of its implications represent an
important contribution to our understanding of the social role of science in the late twentieth century." --The
Historian

"As a contribution to the history of the American involvement in molecular biology, Kay's book is a work of
considerable value, and it is written with clarity and intelligence." --Science

From the Back Cover
The organizational history of Caltech is the loom on which Kay has woven an intricate fabric of the
molecular vision of life.

About the Author

Lily E. Kay received a Ph.D. in the history of science from the Johns Hopkins University in 1987, and was a
recipient of a Smithsonian Fellowship at the National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. in
1984. She was an Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in bibliography at the American Philosophical Society in
Philadelphia, and has taught at the University of Chicago. Since 1989 she has been an assistant professor of
history of science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Green:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Molecular Vision of
Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and
Philosophy of Biology). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.



Jennifer Garrison:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology
(Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology).

Gene Kistler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the
Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of
Biology) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Molecular Vision of Life:
Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and
Philosophy of Biology) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication
that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Malcolm Thurmond:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the
Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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