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The breakthrough story collection that established A. M. Homes as one of
the most daring writers of her generation

Originally published in 1990 to wide critical acclaim, this extraordinary first
collection of stories by A. M. Homes confronts the real and the surreal on even
terms to create a disturbing and sometimes hilarious vision of the American
dream. Included here are "Adults Alone," in which a couple drops their kids off
at Grandma's and gives themselves over to ten days of Nintendo, porn videos,
and crack; "A Real Doll," in which a girl's blond Barbie doll seduces her
teenaged brother; and "Looking for Johnny," in which a kidnapped boy, having
failed to meet his abductor's expectations, is returned home. These stories, by
turns satirical, perverse, unsettling, and utterly believable, expose the dangers of
ordinary life even as their characters stay hidden behind the disguises they have
so carefully created.
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The breakthrough story collection that established A. M. Homes as one of the most daring writers of
her generation

Originally published in 1990 to wide critical acclaim, this extraordinary first collection of stories by A. M.
Homes confronts the real and the surreal on even terms to create a disturbing and sometimes hilarious vision
of the American dream. Included here are "Adults Alone," in which a couple drops their kids off at
Grandma's and gives themselves over to ten days of Nintendo, porn videos, and crack; "A Real Doll," in
which a girl's blond Barbie doll seduces her teenaged brother; and "Looking for Johnny," in which a
kidnapped boy, having failed to meet his abductor's expectations, is returned home. These stories, by turns
satirical, perverse, unsettling, and utterly believable, expose the dangers of ordinary life even as their
characters stay hidden behind the disguises they have so carefully created.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for The Safety of Objects:

“Enthralling . . . full of subversive humor and truth . . . original and stiletto sharp.”  —The Washington Post

 
“Wonderfully skewed stories . . . sharp, funny, and playful . . . Homes is confident and consistent in her odd
departures from life as we know it, sustaining credibility by getting details right. A fully engaged
imagination [is] at work—and play.” —Amy Hempel, The Los Angeles Times

 
“Alarmingly good . . . It is hard to say exactly who Homes’s predecessors are—Roald Dahl, Rachel Ingalls,
and J.D. Salinger all come to mind—but in many ways she is not unlike Cheever.” —The Village Voice

 
“A.M. Homes’ provocative and funny and sometimes very sad takes on contemporary suburban life
impressed me enormously. The more bizarre things get, the more impressed one is by A.M. Homes’ skills as
a realist, a portraitist of contemporary life at its more perverse.” —David Leavitt

 
“These stories are remarkable. They are awesomely well-written. In the sense of arousing fear and wonder in
the reader they entertain, but what they principally bring us is a sense of recognition . . . Here are all the
things that even today, even in our frank outspoken times, we don’t talk about. We think of them punishingly
in sleepless nights.” —Ruth Rendell

 

“An unnerving glimpse through the windows of other people’s lives. A.M. Homes is a provocative and
eloquent writer, and her vision of the way we live now is anything but safe.” —Meg Wolitzer

 

“Set in a world filled with edges to topple from, [The Safety of Objects] is permeated by the bizarre. . . . The
unexpected emerges from the story itself, startling and unexpectedly right.” —The Cleveland Plain Dealer

About the Author
A. M. Homes is the author of the memoir The Mistress's Daughter and the novels This Book Will Save Your
Life, Music for Torching, The End of Alice, In a Country of Mothers, and Jack. She has published fiction and
essays in the New Yorker, Granta, Harper's Magazine, McSweeney's, One Story, the New York Times, and
Vanity Fair, where she is a contributing editor. She lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Teddy Mendoza:

This The Safety of Objects: Stories book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
particular The Safety of Objects: Stories without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Safety of Objects: Stories can bring any time you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Safety of Objects: Stories having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

James Shipp:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Safety of Objects: Stories offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Millicent Doty:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and The Safety of Objects: Stories or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Safety of
Objects: Stories to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Roy Matsumoto:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Safety of Objects: Stories to
make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that
the guide The Safety of Objects: Stories can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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