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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this dual biography of two women who played significant roles in the country's historyMary Todd
Lincoln, wife of the President of the United States and Varina Howell Davis, wife of the President of the
Confederate States of Americathere is little outward commonality in their lives save for the fact that "for four
years, and for the only time in American history, two women had simultaneously occupied, albeit in rival
governments, the position of first lady." In this insightful study, Van der Heuvel, press secretary to first lady
Pat Nixon, does much to rehabilitate the reputation of maligned Mary Todd Lincoln, who is pictured as
pathetic and misunderstood, yet singleminded in her devotion to her husband. More attractive is the
Confederate wife who, at age 34, became the first lady of the South and a major figure of the Civil War
period. Well-educated, outspoken, an engaging foil for her older husband's reticence, Varina Davis left her
mark on the social life of the Confederacy. The two women, who never met, bore family tragedies and the
brunt of hostile publicity as the fortunes of their husbands turned.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This extremely readable dual biography is as gripping as any novel. Recounting the parallel lives of the only
two women in American history to have served concurrently as "First Lady," it details how both reacted,
from a feminine viewpoint, to the strains of their husbands' politics during the war. It also shows how both
were the victims of political hostilities, bitter criticisms, and malicious gossip from an aggressive press.
General readers will find timely press criticisms of Mary's "extravagance" and reports of her resort to
seances and spiritualists in hopes of overcoming her young son's death. In Varina's words, the book
demonstrates the "bitterness of being a politician's wife." Marie Marmo Mullaney, Caldwell Coll., N.J.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Pearson:

The book Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies
of the Civil War make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina
Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies of the Civil War for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a e-book Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina
Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies of the Civil War. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sheila Cyr:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the



world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book
Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies of the
Civil War. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Shannon Silva:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln
and Varina Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies of the Civil War as the daily resource information.

Craig Palmer:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd
Lincoln and Varina Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies of the Civil War to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication
Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina Howell Davis: The Two First Ladies of the
Civil War can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this
time.
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