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Divided Spirits tells the stories of tequila and mezcal, two of Mexico’s most
iconic products. In doing so, the book illustrates how neoliberalism influences
the production, branding, and regulation of local foods and drinks. It also
challenges the strategy of relying on “alternative” markets to protect food
cultures and rural livelihoods.

In recent years, as consumers increasingly demand to connect with the people
and places that produce their food, the concept of terroir—the taste of place—has
become more and more prominent. Tequila and mezcal are both protected by
denominations of origin (DOs), legal designations that aim to guarantee a
product’s authenticity based on its link to terroir. Advocates argue that the DOs
expand market opportunities, protect cultural heritage, and ensure the reputation
of Mexico’s national spirits. Yet this book shows how the institutions that are
supposed to guard “the legacy of all Mexicans” often fail those who are most in
need of protection: the small producers, agave farmers, and other workers who
have been making tequila and mezcal for generations. The consequences—for
the quality and taste of tequila and mezcal, and for communities throughout
Mexico—are stark.

Divided Spirits suggests that we must move beyond market-based models if we
want to safeguard local products and the people who make them. Instead, we
need systems of production, consumption, and oversight that are more
democratic, more inclusive, and more participatory. Lasting change is unlikely
without the involvement of the state and a sustained commitment to addressing
inequality and supporting rural development.
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Divided Spirits tells the stories of tequila and mezcal, two of Mexico’s most iconic products. In doing so, the
book illustrates how neoliberalism influences the production, branding, and regulation of local foods and
drinks. It also challenges the strategy of relying on “alternative” markets to protect food cultures and rural
livelihoods.

In recent years, as consumers increasingly demand to connect with the people and places that produce their
food, the concept of terroir—the taste of place—has become more and more prominent. Tequila and mezcal
are both protected by denominations of origin (DOs), legal designations that aim to guarantee a product’s
authenticity based on its link to terroir. Advocates argue that the DOs expand market opportunities, protect
cultural heritage, and ensure the reputation of Mexico’s national spirits. Yet this book shows how the
institutions that are supposed to guard “the legacy of all Mexicans” often fail those who are most in need of
protection: the small producers, agave farmers, and other workers who have been making tequila and mezcal
for generations. The consequences—for the quality and taste of tequila and mezcal, and for communities
throughout Mexico—are stark.

Divided Spirits suggests that we must move beyond market-based models if we want to safeguard local
products and the people who make them. Instead, we need systems of production, consumption, and
oversight that are more democratic, more inclusive, and more participatory. Lasting change is unlikely
without the involvement of the state and a sustained commitment to addressing inequality and supporting
rural development.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

The book Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in Food and
Culture) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make reading through a book Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production
(California Studies in Food and Culture) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
wide open and read a publication Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California
Studies in Food and Culture). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kai Martin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics
of Production (California Studies in Food and Culture) to read.

Robert Vargas:

This Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in Food and
Culture) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in Food and Culture) can
be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in Food
and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Jerry Bell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the
Politics of Production (California Studies in Food and Culture) e-book written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still question Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in Food
and Culture) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can
break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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