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While becoming less relevant in the United States, shopping malls are booming
throughout urban Latin America. But what does this mean on the ground? Are
shopping malls asign of the region’s “ coming of age”? El Mall isthe first book
to answer these questions and explore how malls and consumption are shaping
the conversation about class and social inequality in Latin America.

Through original and insightful ethnography, Déavila shows that classin the
neoliberal city isincreasingly defined by the shopping habits of ordinary people.
Moving from the global operations of the shopping mall industry to the
experience of shopping in places like Bogoté, Colombia, El Mall isan
indispensable book for scholars and students interested in consumerism and
neoliberal politicsin Latin America and the world.
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While becoming less relevant in the United States, shopping malls are booming throughout urban Latin
America. But what does this mean on the ground? Are shopping malls asign of the region’s “coming of
age’? El Mall isthefirst book to answer these questions and explore how malls and consumption are shaping
the conversation about class and social inequality in Latin America.

Through original and insightful ethnography, Davila shows that class in the neoliberal city isincreasingly
defined by the shopping habits of ordinary people. Moving from the global operations of the shopping mall
industry to the experience of shopping in places like Bogota, Colombia, EI Mall is an indispensable book for
scholars and students interested in consumerism and neoliberal politicsin Latin America and the world.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Overall, Davilatreats the mall as a microcosm of wider changes in governance, economics and social
relations... nuanced.”
(Environment and Urbanization)

From the Inside Flap

"In peeling back the shiny surfaces of high finance, branding, and mall spaces themselves, El Mall delves
into the ways that space, history, and politics create powerful and specific social and cultural loci, where
neoliberal practices and urban planning work together to amplify power struggles and exacerbate
inequalities. If you think about malls, or consumers, or Latin America, you need this book."—Elizabeth
Chin, author of Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture

"This compelling work provides a key contribution to the relatively unexplored field of Latin American
Consumption Studies. Unlike traditional accounts in consumer culture analysis, which often portray Latin
America as either a space of resistance or areplication of external forces, El Mall's powerful ethnographic
account moves through different analytical layers—from the political economy and the poalitics of
commercia expertise to the interplays of everyday life, consumption, and identity in contemporary
Colombia. An important book for anyone wanting to understand the complexities of Latin American
consumer culture."—Tomés Ariztia, Associate Professor of Sociology, Universidad Diego Portales,
Santiago, Chile

"El Mall raises questions about the palitics of space, illuminating how malls consolidate inequalities through
national neoliberal capitalist logics and class imagery via consumption."—Patricia Zavella, author of I'm
Neither Here nor There: Mexicans Quotidian Struggles with Migration and Poverty

"El Mall shows why the Latin American shopping mall has become a designed and designing space par
excellence, where Latin American sociality is being profoundly reconfigured beyond the particularities of
political and economic regimes. It emerges from these engaging pages as a trans/national heterogeneous
assemblage of land, culture, planning, finance, speculation, consumption, labor, identity, security, and
fashion—a culture-producing machine that while central to neoliberal globalization cannot be easily reduced
to it. Ethnographically and theoretically rich, this book will be of great interest to undergraduate and
graduate students not only in anthropology, geography, and sociology but also in interdisciplinary fields such
as Latin American studies and urban studies, planning, and design."—Arturo Escobar, Kenan Distinguished
Professor of Anthropology, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

About the Author

Arlene Davila is Professor of Anthropology and Social and Cultural Analysisat New Y ork University. She
is the author of numerous books, including Barrio Dreams (UC Press, 2004) and Latinos Inc. (UC Press,
2001, 2012).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ila Petty:

Here thing why this particular EI Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping Mallsin Latin America
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it dependsin the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. EI Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of
Shopping Mallsin Latin America giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with EI Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping
Mallsin Latin America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of El Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping Mallsin
Latin Americain e-book can be your option.

Alg andro Jones:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This EI Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping Mallsin Latin America
book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer of El Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping Mallsin Latin America
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking El Mall: The
Spatial and Class Palitics of Shopping Mallsin Latin Americais not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Ernest Ainsworth:

Beside that El Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping Mallsin Latin Americain your phone, it can
give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have El Mall: The Spatial and Class Poalitics of Shopping Mallsin Latin America
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

George Pinard:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for an individual. From media social like



newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
El Mall: The Spatial and Class Palitics of Shopping Mallsin Latin Americawhen you essential it?
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