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Despite flourishing economic interactions and deepening interdependence, the
current political and diplomatic relationship between Japan and China remains
lukewarm at best. Indeed, bilateral relations reached an unprecedented nadir
during the spring of 2005, and again more recently in autumn 2012, as massive
anti-Japanese demonstrations across Chinese cities elicited corresponding
incidents of popular anti-Chinese reprisal in Japan.

This book systematically explores the complex dynamics that shape
contemporary Japanese-Chinese relations. In particular, it analyses the so-called
‘revival’ of nationalism in post-Cold War Japan, its causality in redefining
Japan’s external policy orientations, and its impact on the atmosphere of the
bilateral relationship. Further, by adopting a neoclassical realist model of state
behaviour and preferences, Lai Yew Meng examines two highly visible bilateral
case studies: the Japanese-Chinese debacle over prime ministerial visits to
Yasukuni Shrine, and the multi-dimensional dispute in the East China Sea which
comprises the Senkaku/Diaoyudao territorial row, alleged Chinese maritime
incursions, and bilateral competition for energy resources. Through these
examples, this book explores whether nationalism really matters; when, and
under what circumstances nationalism becomes most salient; and the extent to
which the emotional dimensions of nationalism manifest most profoundly in
Japanese state-elites’ policy decision-making.

This timely book will be of great interest to students and scholars of both
Japanese and Chinese politics, as well as those interested in international
relations, nationalism, foreign policy and security studies more broadly.
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Despite flourishing economic interactions and deepening interdependence, the current political and
diplomatic relationship between Japan and China remains lukewarm at best. Indeed, bilateral relations
reached an unprecedented nadir during the spring of 2005, and again more recently in autumn 2012, as
massive anti-Japanese demonstrations across Chinese cities elicited corresponding incidents of popular anti-
Chinese reprisal in Japan.

This book systematically explores the complex dynamics that shape contemporary Japanese-Chinese
relations. In particular, it analyses the so-called ‘revival’ of nationalism in post-Cold War Japan, its causality
in redefining Japan’s external policy orientations, and its impact on the atmosphere of the bilateral
relationship. Further, by adopting a neoclassical realist model of state behaviour and preferences, Lai Yew
Meng examines two highly visible bilateral case studies: the Japanese-Chinese debacle over prime
ministerial visits to Yasukuni Shrine, and the multi-dimensional dispute in the East China Sea which
comprises the Senkaku/Diaoyudao territorial row, alleged Chinese maritime incursions, and bilateral
competition for energy resources. Through these examples, this book explores whether nationalism really
matters; when, and under what circumstances nationalism becomes most salient; and the extent to which the
emotional dimensions of nationalism manifest most profoundly in Japanese state-elites’ policy decision-
making.

This timely book will be of great interest to students and scholars of both Japanese and Chinese politics, as
well as those interested in international relations, nationalism, foreign policy and security studies more
broadly.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

LAI Yew Meng is Senior Lecturer in Politics and International Relations at the Centre for the Promotion of
Knowledge and Language Learning (CPKLL), Universiti Malaysia Sabah.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan's Relations with China: A Neoclassical Realist Interpretation
(Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series).

Pearl Minjares:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan's Relations with China: A
Neoclassical Realist Interpretation (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Yolanda Sartain:

Beside that Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan's Relations with China: A Neoclassical Realist
Interpretation (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan's Relations with China: A



Neoclassical Realist Interpretation (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Bruce Hensley:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan's Relations with
China: A Neoclassical Realist Interpretation (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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