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Classification, as an object of recent anthropological scrutiny came to
prominence during the 1960s, exemplified in the British (constructionist)
tradition by the writings of Mary Douglas, and in the American ethno-semantics
(cognitive) tradition by the likes of Harold Conklin and Brent Berlin. At the time,
these approaches seemed by turns to contradict each other, or even to exist in
paralel universes. However, over the last 30 years we have witnessed both a
renewed interest in classification studies as well as a cross-fertilization of these
once antagonistic approaches.

These essays by one of leading scholarsin thisfield bring together a body of
influential and inter-linked work which attempts to bridge the divide between
cultura and cognitive studies of classification, and which develops a more
embedded and processual approach. In particular, the essays focus on people's
categorization of natural kinds as a means through which to obtain an
understanding of how classifying behavior in general works, engaging with the
ideas of both anthropol ogists and psychologists. The theoretical background is
set out in an entirely new and substantial introduction, which also provides a
comprehensive and systematic review of developments in cognitive and social
anthropology since 1960 as these have impacted on classification studies. In
short, it constitutes a useful and approachabl e introduction to its subject.
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exemplified in the British (constructionist) tradition by the writings of Mary Douglas, and in the American
ethno-semantics (cognitive) tradition by the likes of Harold Conklin and Brent Berlin. At the time, these
approaches seemed by turns to contradict each other, or even to exist in parallel universes. However, over the
last 30 years we have withessed both a renewed interest in classification studies as well as a cross-
fertilization of these once antagonistic approaches.

These essays by one of leading scholarsin thisfield bring together a body of influential and inter-linked
work which attempts to bridge the divide between cultural and cognitive studies of classification, and which
develops a more embedded and processual approach. In particular, the essays focus on people's
categorization of natural kinds as a means through which to obtain an understanding of how classifying
behavior in general works, engaging with the ideas of both anthropol ogists and psychologists. The
theoretical background is set out in an entirely new and substantial introduction, which also provides a
comprehensive and systematic review of developmentsin cognitive and social anthropology since 1960 as
these have impacted on classification studies. In short, it constitutes a useful and approachabl e introduction
toits subject.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Probably more than any other British anthropologist, Roy Ellen is associated with the study of
ethnobiology; his has also long ranked among the leading namesin the field ... Both readers new to Ellen as
well asthose already familiar with hiswork will find this collection rewarding." -American Anthropologist

"... an important and very worthwhile collection ... a seminal and enduring contribution to anthropol ogical
knowledge...a clear and refreshing overview of the sub-discipline, as well as affirming ethnobiology's crucial
rolein the continuing development of anthropology as a multi-discipline." -Brian Morrisin JRAI

"...aremarkable synthesis of recent studies in the cognitive and ethnosciences and symbolic anthropol ogy,
three areas of scholarship linked in multiple ways.[ This book] is an absolute must for all those interested in
these subjects." -L"homme

"1 ... amdeeply impressed by Ellen’'s ability to connect so many seemingly contradictory themes of
contemporary anthropol ogy within the holistic frame of the 'categorical impulse™ -Journal of
Anthropological Research

About the Author

Roy Ellen was educated at the London School of Economics and is Professor of Anthropology and Human
Ecology at the University of Kent at Canterbury, where he has taught since 1973. His numerous and varied
publications include Environment, Subsistence and System (1982), The Cultural Relations of Classification
(1993), and most recently, On the Edge of the Banda Zone (2003).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Diane Williams:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific The Categorical
Impulse: Essays on the Anthropology of Classifying Behavior to read.

Susan Burroughs:

This The Categorical Impulse: Essays on the Anthropology of Classifying Behavior book is simply not



ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
anyone read alot of information you will get. This particular The Categorical Impulse: Essays on the
Anthropology of Classifying Behavior without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Categorical Impulse: Essays on the Anthropology of
Classifying Behavior can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Categorical Impulse: Essays on
the Anthropology of Classifying Behavior having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Frankie Evans;

The book untitled The Categorical Impulse: Essays on the Anthropology of Classifying Behavior is the book
that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did alot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of The Categorical Impulse: Essays on the
Anthropology of Classifying Behavior from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mary Richards:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Categorical Impulse: Essays on the Anthropology of Classifying
Behavior why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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