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"Out of the crooked timber of humanity, no straight thing was ever made."--
Immanuel Kant

Isaiah Berlin was one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth
century--an activist of the intellect who marshaled vast erudition and eloquence
in defense of the endangered values of individual liberty and moral and political
plurality. In The Crooked Timber of Humanity he exposes the links between the
ideas of the past and the social and political cataclysms of our own time: between
the Platonic belief in absolute truth and the lure of authoritarianism; between the
eighteenth-century reactionary ideologue Joseph de Maistre and twentieth-
century Fascism; between the romanticism of Schiller and Byron and the
militant--and sometimes genocidal--nationalism that convulses the modern
world.

This new edition features a revised text that supplants all previous versions, a
new foreword in which award-winning novelist John Banville discusses Berlin's
life and ideas, particularly his defense of pluralism, and a substantial new
appendix that provides rich context, including letters by Berlin and previously
uncollected writings, most notably his virtuoso review of Bertrand Russell's A
History of Western Philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A beautifully patterned tapestry of philosophical thought . . . A history of ideas that possesses all the drama
of a novel, all the immediacy of headline news."--New York Times

"The perfect guide through the complex radical changes that have swept Western societies . . . A brilliant,
convincing work . . . humane, compassionate, important."--San Francisco Chronicle

"Overwhelming intelligence . . . [Berlin's] mind is captivating . . . His reflections . . . strike at the heart of our
most parroted beliefs."--Washington Post Book World

"As a historian of ideas, [Berlin] has no equal; and what he has to say is expressed in prose of exceptional
lucidity and grace."--Anthony Storr, Independent on Sunday

About the Author
Isaiah Berlin was a Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. He was renowned as an essayist and as the author
of many books, among them "Karl Marx, Four Essays on Liberty, Russian Thinkers, The Sense of Reality,
The Proper Study of Mankind," and, from Princeton, "Concepts and Categories," "Personal Impressions,"
"The Crooked Timber of Humanity," "The Hedgehog and the Fox," "The Roots of Romanticism," "The
Power of Ideas," and "Three Critics of the Enlightenment." Henry Hardy, a Fellow of Wolfson College,
Oxford, is one of Isaiah Berlin's literary trustees. He has edited several other volumes by Berlin and is
currently preparing Berlin's letters and remaining unpublished writings for publication.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Puga:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History
of Ideas, Second Edition why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ward Bishop:

The book untitled The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second Edition
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere



and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice study.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second
Edition was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Andrew Purdie:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second Edition
when you desired it?
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