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Is everything chaos and chance, or is there order, harmony, and proportion in
human life, nature, and the finest art? Can one find a natural aesthetic that
corresponds to a universal order? If so, what importance can it have for the
scientist, artist, or layman? What is the "true" significance of the triangle,
rectangle, spiral, and other geometric shapes? These are but a few of the
questions that Professor Matila Ghyka deals with in this fascinating book. The
author believes that there are such things as "The Mathematics of Life" and "The
Mathematics of Art," and that the two coincide. Using simple mathematical
formulas, most as basic as Pythagoras' theorem and requiring only a very limited
knowledge of mathematics, Professor Ghyka shows the fascinating relationships
between geometry, aesthetics, nature, and the human body.
Beginning with ideas from Plato, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Ockham, Kepler, and
others, the author explores the outlines of an abstract science of space, which
includes a theory of proportions, an examination of "the golden section," a study
of regular and semi-regular polyhedral, and the interlinking of these various
shapes and forms. He then traces the transmission of this spatial science through
the Pythagorean tradition and neo-Pythagorism, Greek, and Gothic canons of
proportion, the Kabbala, Masonic traditions and symbols, and modern
applications in architecture, painting, and decorative art. When we judge a work
of art, according to his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern whose
outline is laid down in simple geometrical figures; and it is the analysis of these
figures both in art and nature that forms the core of Professor Ghyka's book. He
also shows this geometry at work in living organisms. The ample illustrations
and figures give concrete examples of the author's analysis: the Great Pyramid
and tomb of Rameses IV, the Parthenon, Renaissance paintings and architecture,
the work of Seurat, Le Corbusier, and flowers, shells, marine life, the human
face, and much more.
For the philosopher, scientist, archaeologist, art historian, biologist, poet, and
artist as well as the general reader who wants to understand more about the
fascinating properties of numbers and geometry, and their relationship to art and
life, this is a thought-provoking book.
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other geometric shapes? These are but a few of the questions that Professor Matila Ghyka deals with in this
fascinating book. The author believes that there are such things as "The Mathematics of Life" and "The
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Pythagoras' theorem and requiring only a very limited knowledge of mathematics, Professor Ghyka shows
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Beginning with ideas from Plato, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Ockham, Kepler, and others, the author explores
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and forms. He then traces the transmission of this spatial science through the Pythagorean tradition and neo-
Pythagorism, Greek, and Gothic canons of proportion, the Kabbala, Masonic traditions and symbols, and
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his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern whose outline is laid down in simple geometrical
figures; and it is the analysis of these figures both in art and nature that forms the core of Professor Ghyka's
book. He also shows this geometry at work in living organisms. The ample illustrations and figures give
concrete examples of the author's analysis: the Great Pyramid and tomb of Rameses IV, the Parthenon,
Renaissance paintings and architecture, the work of Seurat, Le Corbusier, and flowers, shells, marine life, the
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For the philosopher, scientist, archaeologist, art historian, biologist, poet, and artist as well as the general
reader who wants to understand more about the fascinating properties of numbers and geometry, and their
relationship to art and life, this is a thought-provoking book.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Is everything chaos and chance, or is there order, harmony, and proportion in human life, nature, and the
finest art? Can one find a natural aesthetic that corresponds to a universal order? If so, what importance can
it have for the scientist, artist, or layman? What is the "true" significance of the triangle, rectangle, spiral, and
other geometric shapes? These are but a few of the questions that Professor Matila Ghyka deals with in this
fascinating book. The author believes that there are such things as "The Mathematics of Life" and "The
Mathematics of Art," and that the two coincide. Using simple mathematical formulas, most as basic as
Pythagoras' theorem and requiring only a very limited knowledge of mathematics, Professor Ghyka shows
the fascinating relationships between geometry, aesthetics, nature, and the human body.
Beginning with ideas from Plato, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Ockham, Kepler, and others, the author explores
the outlines of an abstract science of space, which includes a theory of proportions, an examination of "the
golden section," a study of regular and semi-regular polyhedral, and the interlinking of these various shapes
and forms. He then traces the transmission of this spatial science through the Pythagorean tradition and neo-
Pythagorism, Greek, and Gothic canons of proportion, the Kabbala, Masonic traditions and symbols, and
modern applications in architecture, painting, and decorative art. When we judge a work of art, according to
his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern whose outline is laid down in simple geometrical
figures; and it is the analysis of these figures both in art and nature that forms the core of Professor Ghyka's
book. He also shows this geometry at work in living organisms. The ample illustrations and figures give
concrete examples of the author's analysis: the Great Pyramid and tomb of Rameses IV, the Parthenon,
Renaissance paintings and architecture, the work of Seurat, Le Corbusier, and flowers, shells, marine life, the
human face, and much more.
For the philosopher, scientist, archaeologist, art historian, biologist, poet, and artist as well as the general
reader who wants to understand more about the fascinating properties of numbers and geometry, and their
relationship to art and life, this is a thought-provoking book.
Dover unabridged and slightly corrected republication of the 1946 edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bass:

The book The Geometry of Art and Life can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Geometry of Art and Life? Several of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Geometry of Art and Life has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Irma Patterson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Geometry of Art and Life is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Pandora Rice:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Geometry of Art and Life as your daily resource
information.

Merle Poteet:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. The Geometry of Art and Life can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who
have those short extra time problems.
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