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brought up-to-date in this new edition. Cyril Birch has captured all the elegance,
lyricism, and subtle humor of this drama by Tang Xianzu, perhaps the finest of
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Editorial Review

Review

"Birch (Univ. of California, Berkeley) has captured the beauty and elegance of Tang's original drama,
conveying even the humor of subtle puns...." ?Choice, October 2002

An example of the southern, or chuanqi, genre of opera from Ming dynasty China (14th to 17th centuries),
The Peony Pavilion, completed in 1598, was Tang's masterpiece and, according to Birch's preface, a
profound meditation on the nature of love. Selected scenes have become near necessities of any traditional
Chinese opera repertoire. The tale concerns a cloistered girl and young scholar who fall in love in dreams.
After the heroine pines away from longing, their devotion transcends death, resulting in her resurrection and
a happy union. Birch (Univ. of California, Berkeley) has captured the beauty and elegance of Tang's original
drama, conveying even the humor of subtle puns. With such titles as Stories from a Ming Collection (1958),
Scenes for Mandarins (CH, Feb'96), and Mistress & Maid (CH, Jan'02) to his credit, Birch has long been a
leading translator of Chinese literature. This second edition of the Birch translation (first edition, CH,
Mar'81) includes revisions of the translation; a preface in which Birch provides a general introduction to the
drama; and a fascinating introduction by Catherine Swatek (Univ. of British Columbia), in which she
introduces three recent productions of Peony Pavilion. All levels.C. D. Smith, Grand Valley State University,
Choice, October 2002

Language Notes
Text: English, Chinese (translation)

About the Author

Cyril Birch is Agassiz Professor Emeritus of Chinese and Comparative Literature, University of California,
Berkeley. His books include the
two-volume Anthology of Chinese Literature, Stories from a Ming Collection, Scenes for Mandarins,
Mistress and Maid, and Tales from China.

Catherine Swatek is Associate Professor of Asian Studies, University of British Columbia, and author of
Peony Pavilion Onstage: Four Centuries in the Career of a Chinese Drama.

Cyril Birch is Professor Emeritus of East Asian Languages and Cultures, University of California, Berkeley.
His other publications include the two-volume Anthology of Chinese Literature, Chinese Narrative, Scenes
for Mandarins, Mistress and Maid, and Tales from China.

Catherine Swatek is Associate Professor of Asian Studies, University of British Columbia, and author of
Peony Pavilion Onstage: Four Centuries in the Career of a Chinese Drama (forthcoming).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Odessa Currie:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Peony Pavilion: Mudan ting.

Isaiah Owen:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Peony Pavilion: Mudan ting
book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Charlotte Womble:

This book untitled The Peony Pavilion: Mudan ting to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Mindy Hicks:

The book untitled The Peony Pavilion: Mudan ting contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new
period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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