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This book deals with the philosophical objections against the foundations of
psychoanalysis raised by Adolf Grünbaum, and explores the broader issues
relating to the problem of confirmation in psychological sciences. The book will
be of interest to students doing research in clinical and experimental topics in
psychoanalysis as well as to psychoanalysts interested in the theory of
psychoanalysis as a science.

In 1984, Adolf Grünbaum--in his Foundations of Psychoanalysis: A
Philosophical Critique--claimed that the arguments supporting psychoanalytic
hypotheses are both logically invalid and unsound: unsound because the claimed
confirmation on the bases of clinical data is spurious due to the contamination of
the data by the suggestive influence of the analyst; invalid because they violate
the cannons of inductive elimination. Answering these objections is imperative if
psychoanalysis is to survive as a scientific discipline.

This book deals with the charge of suggestibility and the charge of invalidity of
the repression argument as raised by Grünbaum. To counter the charge of
suggestibility, the author argues that the ascription of the Tally Argument to
Freud by Grünbaum is neither supported by textual evidence nor by the logical
consequences of the theory, nor does it have any significant relevance for the
theory. By giving her own formulation of Freud’s argument, the author suggests
how the problem of suggestibility can be dealt with. The general problem of error
in data is discussed with reference to Henry Kyburg, Jr.’s theory of error.

To counter the charge of "invalidity of repression" argument, the author deals
with the two specific objections of Grünbaum, namely that repression can be a
maintaining rather than an originating cause of the symptoms, and that, secondly,
the placebo hypotheses of suggestion has not been eliminated in arriving at the
repression aetiology. The author deals with both the objections and claims that it
is possible to formulate a valid argument for repression aetiology.
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This book deals with the philosophical objections against the foundations of psychoanalysis raised by Adolf
Grünbaum, and explores the broader issues relating to the problem of confirmation in psychological
sciences. The book will be of interest to students doing research in clinical and experimental topics in
psychoanalysis as well as to psychoanalysts interested in the theory of psychoanalysis as a science.

In 1984, Adolf Grünbaum--in his Foundations of Psychoanalysis: A Philosophical Critique--claimed that the
arguments supporting psychoanalytic hypotheses are both logically invalid and unsound: unsound because
the claimed confirmation on the bases of clinical data is spurious due to the contamination of the data by the
suggestive influence of the analyst; invalid because they violate the cannons of inductive elimination.
Answering these objections is imperative if psychoanalysis is to survive as a scientific discipline.

This book deals with the charge of suggestibility and the charge of invalidity of the repression argument as
raised by Grünbaum. To counter the charge of suggestibility, the author argues that the ascription of the
Tally Argument to Freud by Grünbaum is neither supported by textual evidence nor by the logical
consequences of the theory, nor does it have any significant relevance for the theory. By giving her own
formulation of Freud’s argument, the author suggests how the problem of suggestibility can be dealt with.
The general problem of error in data is discussed with reference to Henry Kyburg, Jr.’s theory of error.

To counter the charge of "invalidity of repression" argument, the author deals with the two specific
objections of Grünbaum, namely that repression can be a maintaining rather than an originating cause of the
symptoms, and that, secondly, the placebo hypotheses of suggestion has not been eliminated in arriving at
the repression aetiology. The author deals with both the objections and claims that it is possible to formulate
a valid argument for repression aetiology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Given the centrality of the so-called Tally Argument attributed to Freud in Adolf Grünbaum's critique of the
scientific status of psychoanalysis, Pushpa Misra’s claim that it is 'the brainchild of Grünbaum, not of Freud'
represents an important contribution to the debate over the nature and foundations of psychoanalysis."
(Donald L. Carveth, PhD, RP, FIPA, Emeritus Professor of Sociology and Social & Political Thought, Senior
Scholar, York University)

About the Author
Pushpa Misra is a Fulbright Fellow at the University of Pittsburgh for post-doctoral research, and holds a
Master’s degree in psychology from Calcutta University and a doctorate in philosophy from the University
of Rochester. Her academic interests range from psychoanalysis to philosophy of science, applied ethics, and
literature. Her dual background in philosophy and psychoanalysis, especially her experience as a practicing
psychoanalyst, has given her a unique advantage to deal with the philosophical objections raised against
psychoanalysis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steve Adams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Scientific Status of Psychoanalysis: Evidence and Confirmation.

Jeffrey Haller:

The publication with title The Scientific Status of Psychoanalysis: Evidence and Confirmation contains a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.



Elizabeth Givens:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Scientific Status
of Psychoanalysis: Evidence and Confirmation which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Jacqueline Thompson:

This The Scientific Status of Psychoanalysis: Evidence and Confirmation is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Scientific Status of Psychoanalysis: Evidence and Confirmation can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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